5 Earn Street
Riddrie
GLASGOW E.q
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Dear Mrz. Riddell:

Many thanks for your welcome and informative letter which I ﬁépéif&q
on my retern from Ayr. My wife and I were spending a few days in, the
Burns country. ‘We were staying im Alloway at the Burns Monument
Hotel = perhaps youo visited there.if you have Heen te "Burns'
ﬂnttngcﬁ Very many thanks also.for the enclosed photograph - &’
moat plaaalng pictore and one which we are vary proud to pusseuﬂ.

I reéeived rather a thrill whtn’l h¥hrd your volice on the talﬂphaua i
that Bunday: from DEIMERLEnEtEns-—Ft=" Was "E° brékt’ ity "we Bad hok . madn
contact earlier. You have hid' § wotiderful holiday and.nartniplj
there is a great deal of plessure and excitement stlll in store fnr i
¥ou before you return home. Now, the Ryburns. e T,

Reeburn, Rayburn, Reyburn, Reburn, de Habourne i these are-all :
different spellings of the same name. The name, Ryburn, ie-derived
—from tha lands of Ryburn in the Parish af Dunlep, Ayrshire. They .

sesm to have bedn of a roving disposition for they settled in
Aberdeen, Manchester and, of courae, in New Zealand, Australia,.
the Dpited States and Canada. - 4

Andrew Ryburn waes & Burgess in Glasgow 1430, Devid wag also a0t
Burgees; John, a Guild Brothnr:-T@omas a Goldsmith 1463; Themas;

a Chaplain in the Cathedral of Dornoch 1594; Sir Henry Raeburn,
portrait painter 1756 - 1823. The christian neses comman to thé::
Eyburns seem to have been James,- Juhn. Thomas, Euhert & Hilliam, 4"
Elizabkh is mentioned only onge.- ia 4

The Kintyre u;hurna sucaped Lu HJEJLLHhiT“ in the 1¥Lh century frvq
the ravages of Graham of Claverhouse who tortured and mutilated tﬁc
Covenanterg after the Battle of Bothwell Brig in Lanarkshire. Ome
thousand of the prisoners were marched to Edinburgh where they werae
lodged in Greyfriars churchyard %xpnﬂed to all kinde of weather.

Twe hundred and [ifty were shipped to the Barbadees but the ship
never reached its destination 35\1t went ashore on ocne of the nrknny’
Islands and all the prizoners were drowned. Aye, they were & cruel .
lot in those days. No wonder 8 band of Ryburnzs slipped over to
Hintyre (30 miles distant) aleng with many other lowland families.
Today in Kintyre there are still Armours, Ralstona, Smiths, Reids,
Wallaces, Toungs - descendants of those who fled durtng the killiné
times. A large number of these were farmers and they were welcomed
by the them Duke of Argyll as they brought more up-to-date metheds

in thelr farming : the highland farmers were rather lazy end their =
mathods were old fashioned. e

_ Gome of the.Byburns owned farms but® th& "hungry forties" forged;
tham'tﬁ_amlgrata sand . thesa  whe _r.aL_Ed felt-dnT obd yanrs. T.
myself, am the last of the Rybu¥as Bhrn in Kintyre - thers are me,
Rybturns now in. Campbelltown. I lpft home when I was elghteen FEETB
of age, After my student days I, became B teacher. When I.retired-
in 1948 I was headmaster of Alexandra Parade Schesl, one b!“Ehn- A
largest in Glasgow, roll some eleven hundred. Sa you will® reaﬁii& 2
undarsthn& my chances of Ltravelling very fer abroad are very remotel
Sdlaries of teachers in Secatland htave pever allowed of many extra
travelling luxuries. ¥¢ have had some lovely helidays on the
Continent but our furthest destimation was Switzerlend = a
wonderfully <lean and wealthy nation. WA

1 am & hybrid es my mother belanged to the Highlands and spoke y
Geglic,. ; Her people were in the seameé farm for over 600 years. It
muist hava been gifted to the aori-inal Mathissor by Robert Bruce.
Perhaps he waa given shriuer shen ¢ wes 1n hiding in Kintyre,




Arran and Ayrshire. As to the Buccleucha' family name belng
Eyburn, I'm afrald we shall have to take that te a visandum. (

It seems to me the Ryburnas having the christian name of James
“Bust have been the persevering membesrs of the tribe. In the old
Longnw Church records of Campbeltown a James Ryburn is reccrded v:-
as having gifted £50 to the poor of the town and an equel sum to/™
some other deserving objeet. £100 in those days waas a :mull‘
, f‘nrtunll = the early years of the 19th cunturj‘.

‘oné ﬂur, during the war, & publishers’ traveller cama ntn tht
“sshool. He showed me a series of Mental Tests, or should I =
‘Intelligence Teats. We are ve.j sirong on these in Scotlandi: t_
produced a dozen or so, all by different publishers. They had hlb
individaal’ names and one aet was pamed the "Eyburn. Intelligemce 7o
«Past" and naturally the traveller expected a large order of thei.
‘latter = which he received. I learned afterwards that this Test:-
.was compiled by a headmaster in a Manchester schoql end. that Lt |
‘was pnamed after the diastrict in Manchester where thls schuul
built. - _' .

Ihe ;lrlr lowland settlers in Kintyre sesem to hnrn heun nf.
religious turn of mind for, when they became astahlishud, they
+built .a church but the Duke of Arzyle did everything to cbatruct
their intentions. The stone was to be quarried frem Island Davaar
situated at the entrance to Campbeltown Loch. Now, this Island st
ebb tide forms part of a peninsula with the mainland and the
‘builaing stone was to be carted to the mainland by horse &nd hart‘
This the Duke refused. But nothing daunted, the women garrisd the
ltnnq from the Island, set 1t down on the mninlanﬂ and the hurhns-
‘and carts took it to the bndlding aite. Some of thz Eyburn lﬂﬂ!ﬂ
formed part of that noble band and thus thwarted nnd nrqrcu.- tha
-obatructions forced on them by the Duke. 0 dIATTAL gl

;Hlll now, I think I have exhausted the little bit of nyhmrnj
“hiatory I know. Again thanking you and trusting you may have
‘an interesting finish to your holiday and with every Eunﬁ_n;nh;

Yours sincerely, PR *,
{(5gd) Duncan Ryburn 5
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iThiu latttr was received by Mrs. Edith Joyce Riddell dur,ng hnr }'
global trip with her husband, now both deceased. :

'She was the third daughter of Frederick Jabez Bennett ayburn. s
.1nt¢ of Paterangl, Ohaupo. -

yFred was the fourth son of James Ryburn who emigrated from. . .7 . =,
. Bocotland via "May Shepherd" in 1866. This patriesrch. of hin

Wew Zealand line commenced farming in Clevedom and, later o
. took up about a thousand acres at Paterangl after hgrryinﬂ ot
Hary Short of Clevedon. i L ~Jhi-g

The letter is now in hands of Mrs. Betty Randall jhi.r, nqcuud
daughter of Fred Byburn, surviving three sistera und a. brnthcr
of Her generation.) ﬂ";
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