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Kintyre  Ryburns 
 

By Roderick James Ryburn, Canberra, ACT, Australia 

 

On a beautiful sunny day in September, 2007, my wife Christine, daughter Jessica and I drove 

the very scenic journey from Glasgow to Campbeltown, near the knob (the óMullô) on the end 

of the long Kintyre Peninsula, on the west coast of Scotland.  My main purpose was to learn 

something about the lives of the ancestors of all New Zealand Ryburns, including me.  That 

afternoon, in the Old Kilkerran Graveyard in Campbeltown, Jessica found the ivy-fringed 

gravestone of James Ryburn, baker and farmer, who died at age 66 in 1857.  He was my great, 

great grandfather, and I call him ñJames the Bakerò. 

 

That evening we stayed in 

bed-and-breakfast accommo-

dation at óEast Drumlembleô 

farmhouse (Fig. 3), about 6 

km west of Campbeltown, on 

the road to Machrihanish (Fig. 

4).  This is a dairy farm now 

run by the Ralstons, a well-

known Kintyre name, that 

along with Ryburn, Armour 

and many other names, ultim-

ately came from Ayrshire in 

the 1600ôs.  I already knew 

that James the Baker was born 

near Drumlemble Village, but 

it was only some months later 

I discovered that this partic-

ular farmhouse was built in 

1800 by his uncle, ñJames the 

Farmerò.  However, all good 

things come to an end, and, as 

I learned later, the Ryburns 

were booted out of several 

farms by their landlord, that 

powerful Scottish lord, the 

Duke of Argyll.  You could 

say they were late victims of 

the Highlands clearances. 

 

This trip kindled my interest 

in conducting further research into the Kintyre Ryburns, their lives and times.  Accompanying 

this account is a GEDCOM file of a family tree that incorporates most the Kintyre Ryburns 

we know about, as well as a fairly complete and accurate tree of most New Zealand Ryburns.  

This file can be imported into nearly all genealogy programs.  The New Zealand part of the 

tree comes mainly from my cousin, Michael Gray, of Pukekohe, near Auckland, New 

Zealand.  Parts of the Kintyre tree are now fairly solid, but other parts can best be described as 

óworking hypothesesô.  My ancestors back to William Ryburn and Margaret Armour (Fig. 11), 

married in 1735, are rock solid, and the tree post 1780 has relatively few uncertainties.  Most 

ambiguities in the inferred links between births and marriages are stated in the notes 

accompanying each individual.  The Kintyre tree is a work in progress, so I welcome any 

alternative hypotheses, particularly if supported by unassailable new evidence. 

 

 

Fig. 1.  óJames the Bakerôsô Gravestone in Kilkerran Graveyard 
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The Kintyre tree draws heavily on a typed transcript of the Longrow (Lowland) Church birth 

registry, Campbeltown, that was painstakingly compiled in about 1973 by New Zealanders 

Stewart McNair Ryburn and his son Donald, and on Excel spreadsheets compiled by Diana 

Powell, Atherton, California, from microfilms of the Lowland Church births and marriages 

registers prior to 1775.  We (my wife and I) have also made extensive use of online databases 

at the óScotlandôs Peopleô Web site and the Latter Day Saints genealogy site.  I also wish to 

acknowledge historical contributions from Angus Martin and Elizabeth Marrison of 

Campbeltown, and the gravestone photos of Drumlemble farmers and brothers James and 

William Ryburn sent to us by Jim and Muriel Adam, Edinburgh (Web, 2007).  These were 

instrumental in fixing William Ryburn and Margaret Armour as my earliest certain ancestors. 

 

 

James and Isabellaôs Family 
 

James the Bakerôs gravestone, 

minus the ivy, tells quite a story, as 

James and his wife Isabella McNair 

produced a total of 15 children, only 

3 surviving into adulthood.  Isabella 

died at age 13, Elizabeth at 7, but 

ten died as infants, notwithstanding 

the evidence for a family nurse, 

Mary McKellop, recorded on the 

gravestone.  This family lived 

through the óhungry fortiesô and the 

potato famine in Ireland.  Diseases 

were common and a babyôs life was 

precarious indeed, although they 

seem to have avoided a severe 

cholera outbreak in 1832.  As we 

shall see later, some of my earlier 

ancestors fared much better with 

regard to infant mortality.   

 

After James died in 1857, his wife 

Isabella, his three surviving children 

Martha, James and Robert, and an 

orphan, Mary Ryburn, all emigrated to New 

Zealand.  In June 1859 my great grandfather, 

Robert McNair Ryburn, aged 21, sailed for 

Auckland, New Zealand, on the óSpray of the 

Oceanô.  There he became a seed merchant, 

commercial traveler and farmer in Auckland, 

and he married Sophia Middleton Hamlin 

there in 1863 (Nicholson, 2002).  He is the 

only one of my Kintyre ancestors to have 

received a middle name.  The rest followed on 

the óMary Shepherdô, which arrived in 

Auckland in 1866.  By that time Martha was 

married to Archibald Stewart.  An account of 

this particularly grueling voyage appeared in 

óThe Daily Southern Crossô, Auckland, 16 

Feb. 1866 (Anon., 1866).  How Isabella coped 

at age 72 can only be imagined.                            Fig. 3.  The Bakery, 19 Main St, Campbeltown 

 

Fig. 2.  Jessica Ryburn at James the Baker's Gravestone 
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It is unlikely they traveled 

steerage, though, as James 

the Baker died quite a 

wealthy man ï much to 

my surprise.  I had 

imagined that with all 

those infant deaths they 

must have been quite a 

poor family.  However, 

we were able to obtain a 

copy of Jamesôs last will  

and testament via the 

óScotlandôs Peopleô Web 

site.  He died at 

óKilkivanô on 29 Mar, 

1857, leaving to Isabella 

an estate worth a total of 

£3,391- 4s, a tidy sum in 

those days. 

 

 Kilkivan, also known as óLow Kilkivanô, is a farm located on the flat ground, or óLagganô, 

just north of the Machrihanish road  (grid ref. 165660, 620425),  about 0.5 km northwest of 

Drumlemble Village.  Kilkivan is also a ruined chapel on the hill to the south, believed to 

have been built in about 600 AD.  The name means óSt Kevinôs Churchô.  A Celtic cross now 

in the center of Campbeltown is said to have come from Kilkivan Chapel in about 1680. 

 

In his will, James was 

described as a ñsometime 

baker in Campbeltown, 

thereafter farmer at 

Drumlembleò.  His 1816 

marriage registry entry 

states he was a baker. 

According to Elizabeth 

Marrison, Campbeltown, 

in 1837 his bakery was in 

Main Street, and I assume 

he lived in Campbeltown 

at that time, probably at 

the bakery.  Between 

1825 and 1828, James 

was a partner and share-

holder in the óBurnside 

Whisky Distilleryô.  In 

1885 they were producing 

96,000 gallons of 

ñCampbeltown Maltò per year, sold mainly in the London and Glasgow markets.  óThe 

Campbeltown Bookô (Kintyre Civic Society, 2003) page 164 :- 

 
Founded in 1825 by McMurchy, Ralston & Co; Situated on Witchburn Road; Original 
partners were Alexander and Hugh Greenlees, maltsters, James Ryburn, baker, John 
Colville, sadler, and Robert McMurchy (Ralston not traceable). Dissolved in 1828; In 
1840 partners were Alexander, Hugh and Robert Greenlees; the owners became 
Colville, Greenlees & Co of the Argyll Distillery; Burnside Distillery Co in 1923; 

 

Fig. 3.  Celtic Graves in the Ruins of Kilkivan Chapel. 

 

 

Figure 4.  Kilkivan Farm.  Photo courtesy Paula Ryburn, 2009. 
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In 1833, óJames Ryburn, bakerô, was listed as a shareholder in óThe Campbletown Steamboat 

Companyô, which ran the steamships between Campbeltown, Greenock, Glasgow and other 

places (Kelly, 2004).  His nephew, Alexander Ryburn, was the steward in charge of the 

catering on the óSt Kieranô between 1843 and 1848, then briefly on the óDuke of Cornwallô. 

 

In 1838 James took out a 19-year lease on East and Mid Drumlemble Farms (E. Marrison, 

pers. comm., 2008), following a court case (Archives, 2007) brought by the Duke of Argyll 

against William Ryburn, tenant of East Drumlemble, William Ryburn, tenant of Mid 

Drumlemble, and others.  These were Jamesôs brother William, and his cousin William, who 

the Duke was trying to prevent holding on to their leases.  The first Scotland Census in 1841 

records James (50) living in Drumlemble (probably Kilkivan) with his wife Isabella (45), sons 

James (5} and  Robert McNair (2) ï also his sister Agnes (44) and her daughter Isabella (18), 

both listed as óFarm servantsô.  It seems that in 1821 Agnes was married to Edward Ryburn, 

originally of óKilwhipnachô Farm, but Edward may have died.  Living in a separate house at 

Drumlemble (?Mid Drumlemble) was Will iam Ryburn (59, óAg. Laborerô), probably Jamesôs 

brother, and his sister Janet (55, óHouse Keeperô).  No children were in evidence. 

 

 

In 1850 James was a member of the Highlands and Agricultural Society of Scotland.  

 
 

Fig. 5.  Campbeltown and the Mull of Kintyre, showing Ryburn farms. 
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Figure 6.  Gartvaigh Farmhouse.  Photo by Paula Ryburn, 2009 

 

(Transactions of the Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland, 1851, p cxix). 

In the 1851 census, James (59) is described as a farmer of 168 acres, employing 5 men.  He 

was living at óDrumlembleô with Isabella (55), Martha (19), James (14), Robert (12), his sister 

Agnes (53, óHouse servantô) and her daughter Isabella (28, óDairymaidô). 

 

From the letter of Duncan Ryburn (1955), Glasgow headmaster, the following is almost 

certainly James the Baker.  Nicholson (2002) also relates this story, and I have read a similar 

account in the online óKintyre Magô (but have misplaced the article, for the time being). 

 
ñIt seems to me that the Ryburns having the Christian name of James must have been 
the persevering members of the tribe.  In the old Longrow Church records of 
Campbeltown a James Ryburn is recorded as having gifted $50 to the poor of the town 
and an equal sum to some other deserving object.  $100 in those days was a small 
fortune ï in the early years of the 19

th
 century.ò 

 

Jamesôs will indicates that before he died he was supplying oatmeal to óJohn Greenlees 

Merchant Lintmillô. (flax mill) and óbearô (a type of four-rowed barley) to the óGlenside 

Distillery Co.ô.  As we shall see, other Ryburns were also involved in the whisky trade.  

The lease on the Drumlemble properties had expired by 1857 (Marrison, 2008), so another 

court case was instigated by the Duke of Argyll against James in 1857.  James died in March 

1857, so Argyll sued his son James to prevent tenancy transfer.  At the time the Duke of 

Argyll  was trying to prevent the automatic transfer of leases to the sons of tenant farmers.   

 

Note that the current village of Drumlemble was mainly a coal mining village, and a row of 

coal-miners cottages, á la a Welsh coal mining village, are still in existence.  The coal was 

mined from the óSkeyloch Pitô between East and West Drumlemble farms since about 1765 

(Cormack, 1999).  Coal was transported to the Campbeltown distilleries first by horse and 

cart, then by a canal surveyed by James Watt of steam engine fame in 1773, and from 1876 by 

a light railway that eventually went as far as Machrihanish.  Coal was being mined as late as 

the 1960s, and the mine extended under the Irish Sea to the west.  The mine, canal and 

railway have all disappeared. 

 

After James died in 

1857, the 1861 census 

records his wife Isabella 

(67) as head of the 200-

acre farm called 

óGartvaighô, employing 

3 men.  This is located 

2 km west of the remote 

village of Southend, 

near the southern tip of 

the Mull of Kintyre.  

The farmhouse still 

exists, (Fig. 4) and is at 

grid reference 167085, 

608529 (UK Web map, 

2008).  Although we 

went to Southend one 

evening, we were not 

aware of the farm at 

that stage.  The census 

also records Isabellaôs son James (24, óFarmerô), orphan Mary Ryburn (12, óHerdô, born 

Larnakshire, Glasgow), sister-in-law Agnes Ryburn (65, óDomestic workô), Mary McMillan 

(19, óDairymaidô, b. Southend) and Ann Neavies (16, óDomestic servantô, b. Southend).  Mary 
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Ryburn was the grand-daughter of Alexander Ryburn, younger brother of James the Baker 

(Fig. 11).  Martha and Her husband Archibald Stewart were living in Campbeltown at this 

time.  Agnes died in 1863, leaving the rest free to emigrate to New Zealand in 1865/66. 

 

 

William and Isabellôs Family 
 

James the Baker was the 3rd son of William 

Ryburn and Isabell Paterson, who were 

married in 1779.  They had 9 children, 8 of 

whom seem to have survived to adulthood, 

and all 8 of them appear to have married.  

Although we did not see it, Williamôs 

gravestone (Fig. 5) is in the Old Kilkerran 

Graveyard in Campbeltown.  It is very 

weathered and difficult to read, but Jim Adam 

of Edinburgh has provided the following 

transcription :- 

 
1817 

Erected by William Ryburn, tenant 
Drumlemble in memory of 
his Father William Ryburn 

Drumlemble 
late tenant there 

who died the 3 (?) March 1815 
aged 64yrs. also Robert 

who died young. the place 
designed for the family. 

 

 

In 1792 the Duke of Argyll was responsible for the first census ever conducted in this part of 

the world.  At óDrumlemble (Killchivan)ô were recorded (none too accurately) William (39), 

his wife óIsobellô (36), William (10), Jean (7), Peggy (5), and James (1).  Their first son 

Robert was born in 1780, but seems to have died before 1792.  The birth of daughter Jean, 

also known as Janet, was not recorded (or was illegible) in the Longrow Church register, as 

she clearly existed in a house at Drumlemble in the 1841 and 1851 censuses, where she was 

described as a óSisterô and 

óHouse Keeperô to her older 

brother William.  She fills 

what would have otherwise 

been be a gap of five years in 

William and Isabellôs family.  

James and Jean Ryburn also 

posessed a daughter Jean (9) 

in the 1792 census, so 

William was not harboring his 

brotherôs óJeanô on census 

day. 

 

óKillchivanô most probably 

refers to Kilkivan Farmhouse, 

which is shown on modern 

maps on the flats (known as 

the ñLagganò), less than one 

 

Fig. 7.  William the Farmerôs Gravestone. 

 

 

Fig. 8.  Drumlemble Village from west.  óMid Drumlembleô on left. 
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kilometre northwest of Drumlemble village.  This appears to have been where James the 

Baker breathed his first and last breaths.  Today, Kilkivan is a none-too-attractive dairy farm, 

with the old stone house dwarfed by ugly modern farm sheds. 

 

In 1800 William Ryburn requested to the Chamberlain of the Duke of Argyll that his farm be 

divided into two divisions (East and Mid Drumlemble), one for himself and one for his older 

brother James (E. Marrison, pers. comm., 2008).  It was James who occupied the new house 

at East Drumlemble.  Why it was William that officiated, and not his older brother James, one 

can only guess.  This must have been William, father of James the Baker, and not his father 

William, who would almost certainly have been dead by 1800. 

 

Exactly where Williamôs family lived is not yet clear, but he may have lived first at Kilkivan 

farmhouse, as stated in the 1792 census, and later at West Drumlemble after 1800.  West 

Drumlemble farmhouse is now just across the road from Drumlemble Village, on the north 

side. The Ryburns may have occupied three adjacent farms in the vicinity of Drumlemble 

Village, not necessarily all at the same time.  Williamôs eldest surviving son, William, 

inherited the farm from his father.  He appears to have married a Peggy Conley at Southend 

on 1 Jan 1814, and have fathered one daughter Ann, born on 11 May 1814.  In 1838 both he 

and his cousin William (eldest son of the deceased James) were the target of litigation by the 

Duke of Argyll to remove them from their tenancies.  However, James the baker stepped in 

and took a 19-year lease on both East and Mid Drumlemble Farms (Elizabeth Marrison, pers 

com, 2008).  In the 1841 census, William was living with his sister Janet Ryburn in a house at 

Drumlemble (probably Mid Drumlemble) separate to that of James the Baker.  There is no 

sign of his earlier wife or daughter, who may have both died.   

 

Willi amôs daughter Margaret married Edward Ryburnôs son Andrew in 1823, producing a 

daughter Isabella who was baptized in Campbeltown in 1824.  In the marriage record, 

Andrew was described as ñLabourer, Drumlembleò.  As outlined below, Andrew, Margaret 

and probably two of her brothers settled in North Carolina, USA.  

 

Two of William seniorôs sons married on the Island of Islay, which is not far northwest across 

the sea from Machrihanish.  Alexander moved to Bowmore/Killarrow, where he married 

Elizabeth (Betty) Crawfurd in 1814 and produced at least 5 children (Fig. 11).  Bowmore was, 

and still is, the home of the famous Bowmore whisky distillery, and it is quite possible 

Alexander was involved in Islayôs major industry.  In 1820, Williamôs son Mathew married a 

Betty MacArthur at Kildalton, Isle of Islay, site of the famous Kildalton Celtic Cross.  I think 

this Mathew later emigrated to North Carolina (see below). 

 

As already mentioned, Alexanderôs son, also called Alexander, was a steward on steamships 

between 1843 and 1848 (Kelly, 2004).  He seems to have married a Mary McNicol in 

Glasgow in 1843, and they produced one child, Mary, who went to New Zealand with the 

survivors of James the Bakerôs family.  In the 1861 census Mary was living with them at 

Southend, and was described as an orphan who was born in Larnakshire, Glasgow. 

 

Williamôs daughter Agnes married Edward Ryburnôs son, Edward, in 1821.  In the parish 

marriage records Edward is described as ñCooper, Campbeltownò.  They produced their first 

daughter Isabella (no originality here!) in 1822.  However, Edward seems to have died or 

disappeared, leaving Agnes and her daughter as servants in the household of James the Baker 

in the 1841 and 1851 censuses.  Agnes died at Gartvaigh, Southend, in 1863. 

 

Williams youngest son, John, appears to have married a Mary McAlister in 1829, producing 

one daughter, Jean or Jeanie, in 1830.  I think this John may have gone to North Carolina in 

1830.  In 1841, óJeanyô, age 10, was apparently living with her maternal grandmother in Main 

Street, Campbeltown.  Any ambiguity between John and his cousin John is resolved by the 

1851 census, which has his cousin with his wife Isabella and mother Jean, in Campbeltown. 
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The North Carolina Connection 

 

I recently discovered several Kintyre Ryburns who settled in North Carolina, USA.  On 4 

Aug, 1826, an Andrew, Margaret and John Ryburn were listed as early steamboat passengers 

travelling from Quebec to Montreal, Canada.  They may have sailed into Quebec just a day 

earlier on the ñTamerlaneò, ex Greenock.  Andrew Ryburn, the only one ever born in Kintyre, 

was the son of Kil whipnach farmer Edward Ryburn.  Andrew married a Margaret Ryburn 

(same surname) in Campbeltown, in 1823.  She was an elder sister of James the Baker.  John 

was probably Margaretôs youngest brother.  Not on the passenger list was Andrew and 

Margaretôs first child, Isabella, born in Kintyre in 1824.  On Aug 24, 1826, Andrew and 

Margaret were registered as having baptized their second daughter, Margaret, at Niagara, 

Ontario -- yes, that is just next door to Niagara Falls.   

 

I initially  thought they must have settled in southern Ontario, as there were a few Ryburns 

there decades later.  I now know these Canadian Ryburns were from Ayrshire.  However, the 

US Federal census data of 1850 and 1860 clearly reveal Andrew and Margaret residing in 

North Carolina, USA, as their names and ages, and those of their children, all match far too 

closely for this to be a coincidence.  They and their daughter Isabella were noted as having 

been born in Scotland in about the right years.  In the 1830 census a John Ryburn was 

recorded in Cumberland County, NC ï probably the same John Ryburn, óditcherô, born in 

Scotland, who was mentioned in the ñDirectory of Scots in North Carolina, 1680 - 1830ò.  

Andrew appears in the 1840 census in Lincoln County, North Carolina, but prior to 1850 the 

names and ages of others in the household were not recorded.  In the 1850 census, Andrew 

and Margaret were living in Gaston County with their children Isabella, Margaret and 

William (b. ~1833).  

 

Most likely not a coincidence was the presence in the 1830 Federal census of a ñMatthewò 

Ryburn living in Cumberland County.  He was probably the brother of Margaret Ryburn who 

had married Betty McArthur in 1820 at Kildalton, on the Isle of Islay.  He seems to have been 

in the vanguard of the Ryburns who went to North Carolina.  The Cape Fear River and 

Cumberland County, North Carolina, were the destinations of many Scots who emigrated to 

the USA from South Kintyre.  There were several prominent Ryburn descendants in North 

Carolina and the ñRyburn Memorial Presbyterian Churchò in Shelby, Cleveland County, was 

probably named after one of them.  

 

 

James and Jeanôs Family 
 

James Ryburn was William 

the Farmerôs older brother.  

He lived at East Drumlemble 

Farm from1800 onwards.  

Born in 1741, he married Jean 

Smith in 1779 and they had 

15 children, six of whom died 

in infancy.  Like his brother, 

he died in 1815 and his grave-

stone was erected in 1817 in 

Kilkerran Graveyard by his 

oldest surviving son, William.  

Although similar in size and 

shape, his gravestone was 

made out of superior stone to 

 

Fig. 9.  East Drumlemble Farm, built for /by James Ryburn in 1800. 
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that of his brother and is much better preserved -- or perhaps it was less exposed.  It reads as 

follows :- 

 
 

1817 
Erected 

By 
William Ryburn Junr.., tenant in 
Drumlemang; in memory of his 

Father James Ryburn, Late 
Tenant there who died July 16

th
  

1815 aged 75 years, likewise 
Wm.. Jas.. & Jas.. Mathew Elizh.. & Jn.. 

who died in infancy, the Place 
designed for the Family. 

 

 

According to Angus Martin of Campbeltown, óDrumlemangô is an alternative name for 

Drumlemble.  On early military maps (Roy 1747-55), óDrumlemanô is at roughly the same 

location as present-day Drumlemble.   The well-known modern Scottish folk song, ñThe Road 

to Drumlemanò, is all about Drumlemble on the óLagganô plain 

(http://userwww.service.emory.edu/%7Eehultgr/music/lyrics/r/road_to_drumleman.txt). 

 

 

Fig. 10.  Gravestone of Farmer James Ryburn, courtesy Jim Adam, Edinburgh. 

 

http://userwww.service.emory.edu/~ehultgr/music/lyrics/r/road_to_drumleman.txt
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The word on the gravestone (Fig. 8) after the first óWilliam Ryburnô looks like óJunr..ô ï the 

double dots signify an abbreviation.  This qualifier may have functioned to distinguish him 

from the eldest son William who died in infancy, or possibly from his cousin William born a 

few years earlier, who was also a Drumlemble farmer.  The last child to die in infancy, óJn..ô, 

was probably the twin Jean born in 1803, suggesting that the Jean born in about 1783 also 

died before the age of 20.  The 1792 Duke of Argyll census records James Ryburn (41), Jean 

Smith (36), daughters Peggy (12) and Jean (9), and son William (3), all at Drumlemble.  

Peggy is short for Margaret, of course. 

 

We know a little about James and Jeanôs surviving children.  Their eldest surviving son, 

Will iam, was at East Drumlemble Farm when James died in 1815.   William married Ann 

Mitchell in 1831, producing at least 7 children, three of whom, James, William and Jane 

migrated to Illinois, USA (see below).  William seems to have lost his tenancy of East 

Drumlemble in 1838, when the Duke of Argyll took him and his cousin William to court.   

The 1841 census reveals him and his family living in Lorne St, Campbeltown, and gives 

Williamôs occupation as óCarter and Spirit Dealerô.  His son James was orphaned by age 11 

(see below), so William and his wife Ann must have died by about 1844.  James and Jeanôs 

daughter Mary appears to have married a mason, Archibald McCallum, in Campbeltown in 

1813.  They had 11 children.  Archibaldôs occupation was óMasonô in the 1841 census.  

 

I was originally led to believe that James and Jean's surviving son James had returned to 

Ayrshire to become a shoemaker in Largs ï the ancestor of engineer Duncan Ryburn, who 

lives in Aberdeen.  However, it now seems that James must have been born in Ayrshire.  The 

Scotland's People Web site records the death of a James Ryburn, age 70,  in Campbeltown, in 

1861.  The definitive information here is his mother's maiden name, which was given as 

'Smith'.  In the 1841 Scottish census it is clearly this James, aged about 47, living in Main St, 

Campbeltown, with his mother Jean, aged about 80, and another Jean, aged about 50, 

probably his wife or sister.  He does not appear in the 1851 census, but in 1861, just before his 

death, he was recorded as a 70 year old lodger at Gavarchie farm, with a Jean and James 

McAlister.  His occupation was given as, '??Baker'.  This suggests that he may have worked 

alongside his cousin 'James the Baker' in the Main Street bakery in Campbeltown, and to have 

taken over the bakery when the other James moved to Drumlemble in 1838. 

 

James and Jeanôs youngest son John became a óDistillery Workerô in Campbeltown, although 

his marriage record describes him as a óMerchantô.  He married Isabella McAlister in 1829 

and had 7 children.  This line of descent is clear, as the 1851 census has John (44), wife 

Isabella (52, quite a lot older than him), his mother Jean (90), his son John (1) and his 

daughter Mary (6) -- all with him.  The 1881 census shows John (75) with his daughter and 

housekeeper, ñJaneò (Jean, 49), at 1 High Street, Campbeltown.  He died in 1886. 

 

Johnôs youngest son, John, was a ójoinerô (carpenter) in Campbeltown who married Mary 

Barret in 1875.  They had four children, the youngest being another Duncan Ryburn, the last 

Ryburn to be born in Kintyre .   Duncanôs Gaelic-speaking mother was descended from a 

long line of Matheisons (or McMaths), who had occupied the same farm at Southend for over 

600 years.  It was reputedly gifted to them by Robert the Bruce.  Duncan eventually became 

the headmaster of the large Alexander Parade Primary School in Glasgow, retiring in 1948.  I 

have a copy of an interesting letter he wrote in 1955 to a Ryburn descendant in New Zealand.  

He died in 1959. 
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The Illinois Connection 

 

In the 1880 USA Federal Census there were two Ryburn families living in Winnebago 

County, Illinois, the parents of whom were all born in Scotland.  I was able to deduce that the 

fathers in these families, James and William, came from the family of William Ryburn and 

Ann Mitchell, originally of East Drumlemble Farm, Kintyre.   Their ages closely matched 

their birthdates in 1833 and 1835. 

 

I later came across two biographies that relate to these Ryburns.  Jamesôs biography states that 

he was born on 22 Aug, 1833, to William and Ann (Mitchell) Ryburn of Argyleshire, 

Scotland, and that he was orphaned by age 11.  He then lived with relatives in Kintyre and 

worked as an agricultural labourer.  In 1854 he came to Belvedere, Boone County, Illinois, 

via Quebec.  In 1860 he married Mary Flemming from Campbeltown, and eventually became 

a successful farmer.  Jamesôs biography further states that his sister Jane also settled in 

Illinois, at New Milford.  In the 1880 census she, her husband Alexander Cameron and her 

family of four children were living in Cherry Valley, Winnebago County, Illinois. 

 

The other biography is mainly about Williamôs son, but it does state that William and his wife 

Mary Legg were both born and orphaned in Aberdeenshire.  I believe that in Williamôs case 

this is incorrect, and that William was born to the same parents as those of James and Jane.  

There appear to have been no Ryburns in Aberdeenshire at that time, and the ñArgyle 

Settlementò in Illinois, where William first went, was pioneered by farmers from Kintyre.  In 

1850, William arrived at age 15 in New York on the ñSarahò, and in the same year was 

recorded as a pupil at the ñLog Schoolò in the Argyle Settlement, Illinois.  William became a 

blacksmith in Rockford, Winnebago County, where he was recorded with his wife and six 

children in the 1880 census.  In 1883 he and his family moved to Hanson County, South 

Dakota. The biography says that "Both were worthy members of the Presbyterian Church and 

were folk of sterling character, honored by all who knew them".  William died in 1898. 

 

 

William and Margaretôs Family 
 

Until not long ago, we were 

unsure who the parents of 

Drumlemble farmers James and 

William Ryburn were, but the 

images of their gravestones sent 

to us by Jim and Muriel Adam 

were critical in fixing their 

parents as William Ryburn and 

Margaret Armour (a well-

known Kintyre name, ultimately 

from Ayshire) who were 

married in Campbeltown in 

1735.  They are my earliest 

certain ancestors. 

 

Their son William was 64 at 

death, and this matches his 

Longrow Church birth record in 

1751.  Jamesôs birth record is 

missing from Stewart Ryburnôs typed transcript of the Longrow Church, register, but we 

found it on the Scotlandôs People Web site and on Dianna Powellôs spreadsheets.  There is a 

one-year mismatch between his age of 75 at death, as recorded on his gravestone, and his 

 

Fig. 11.  Beach at Machrihanish, 2 km West of Drumlemble 

 



 12 

record of birth in 1741, but that is hardly significant.  His son William may have got it slightly 

wrong on the gravestone.  There is little doubt that William and James were brothers. 

 

William and Margaretôs marriage record is somewhat dubious, as the groom was originally 

written in the register as what looks like ñJohne Ryeburnò, with the word ñJohneò overwritten 

by the abbreviation ñWmò.  However, in the births register William and Margaret are clearly 

the parents of their eight children, so the amended marriage record is probably correct.  There 

is a two year gap between this marriage and the birth of their first child Margaret. 

   

The fact that none of William and Margaretôs childrenôs names repeat means few died young.  

Their eldest daughter Margaret probably married Alexander Anderson in 1757 and had eight 

children.  There are no other candidates for that marriage.  Mary may have married a James 

Greenlees in 1758, and Mathew was probably the Campbeltown óCooperô (barrel maker) who 

married Mary Turner in 1753, and had 6 children (Fig. 11).  William and Margaretôs youngest 

child Agnes was very likely the same Agnes Ryburn that is recorded as tenant at óHigh 

Tirfergusô farm in 1797 (A. Martin, pers. comm. 2007).  High Tirfergus is about 2 km up the 

hill southwest of Drumlemble, on Tirfergus Burn (grid ref. 165570,618375). 

 

In 1776 a 19-year lease of óEast Drumlembleô was taken by William Ryburn (E Marrison, 

pers. Comm. 2008).  We do not yet know when William senior died, so this could have either 

been him or his son.  óEast Drumlembleô probably corresponds to what is now the óMid 

Drumlembleô farm (Fig. 9), as the current óEast Drumlembleô farmhouse was built for son 

James in 1800.  Prior to 1776, William and Margaretôs family might have been living at óWest 

Drumlembleô, known today as óKilkivanô farm, but we do not know that for sure. 

 

 

Mathew and Elizabethôs Family 

 

In trying to trace the parents of William Ryburn, husband of Margaret Armour, there is only 

one birth of a William Ryburn in the whole of Scotland that fits, and that is the William born 

to Mathew and Elizabeth Ryburn in Campbeltown, in 1704.  Younger Williams Ryburns are 

all far too young to have married Margaret Armour in 1735, and older Williams were too old 

to have fathered children in 1755, when William and Margaretôs last child Agnes was born.  

The next oldest William would have been 65 when Agnes was born ï possible, but unlikely.  

 

So, Mathew and Elizabeth were probably the parents of William, but we cannot rule out the 

possibility that his birth was not recorded, or the record did not survive.  We now know from 

John Ryburnôs testament that Mathew was living at Killeonan Farm in 1706.  The names of 

Williamôs children appear to confirm the connection, but not rigorously.  Mathew and 

Elizabeth had nine children ï James (1697), John (1699), David (1701), William (1704), Neil 

(1706), Jean (1709), Janet (1712), Elizabeth (1715) and Mathew (1716).  Again, none of the 

children may have died young, as no names are repeated.  Neil may have been named after 

the Neil Ryburn that sold the ancestral Ryburn lands in 1638.  At least seven of the nine 

appear to have married, although some of these connections are speculative.  Mathew Junior 

may have emigrated to America in 1741, or earlier (see American Ancestors, below). 

 

Mathewôs parents are now thought to be the patriarch and taxman John Ryburn and his wife 

Janet Jamieson of óBacksô farm (and later óUigleô) as Mathew was confirmed as son and 

executor in Johnôs 1706 testament.  Also, Mathewôs son Neil, born in 1706, was seemingly 

named after his great grandfather (see below).  His wife Elizabethôs maiden name was Ryburn 

too, and she was probably the daughter of Patric Ryburn and Jane Baird, who were living at 

óGarvachieô when an Elizabeth was born in 1676 (McKerral, 2001).  Patric and Jane had five 

children recorded in the Longrow Church birth registry, but the record is intermittent and 

difficult to read in the damaged early pages of the original registry (Fig. 12).
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Ancestors of North American Ryburns 
 

Mathew Ryburn and Mary Galbreath, who married in Campbeltown in 1747, seem to be the 

ancestors of Diana Powell (2007) of Atherton, California.  Mathew produced four children 

with Mary.  They probably lived at Killeonan Farm, as a Mathew Ryburn and James Ryburn 

held 19-year leases there 1756.  However, Mary died and Mathew appears to have remarried 

in 1761 to a Margaret Dunlop, producing four more children. 

 

Longrow Relief Church stood on the grassy mound in front of the current Lorne & Lowland 

Church, known before 1990 as Longrow Church.  Two of the subscribing members in 1767 

were Mathew and James Ryburn.  They were noted as tenants in Killeonan (Powell, 2007).  

 

Two children from the first marriage, Mathew (b. 1753) and Ann (b. 1756), migrated to North 

America in about 1770, to join an uncle óGilbreathô, in York County, Pennsylvania.  Mathew 

was just 17, and Ann 15, when they sailed for North America.  There is evidence to suggest 

they did not like living with their stepmother (D. Powell, pers. comm. 2007).  Later, they both 

travelled on to Washington County, Virginia, in about 1780, where both were married and 

had children. 

 

Diana Powell has discovered another Mathew Ryburn, who is recorded as having unclaimed 

letters at Philadelphia post office in 1741.  This Mathew was probably born in Kintyre in 

1716, the youngest child of Mathew and Elizabeth Ryburn.  The only other possibility is a 

Mathew born in 1722 to William Ryburn and Janet Colville.  However, that Mathew most 

likely remained in Kintyre, as he is the favored candidate for the father of the Mathew and 

Ann that went to America.  The earlier Mathew may have joined the Scots-Irish settlement in 

the Cumberland Valley, Pennsylvania, as there was a Mathew Ryburn who was taxed on 200 

acres in Hamilton Township in 1778 and 1779, and then on two acres in nearby Antrim 

Township in 1781, 1782, and 1786.  This suggests he retired from full-time farming in about 

1780, at an age of approximately 64 years.  As yet, no descendants are known.  By 1786, 

Diana Powellôs ancestor Mathew had long departed from York County, Pennsylvania, for 

Virginia.  However, there were definitely two Mathews in Pennsylvania for about 10 years. 

 

According to Diana Powell, a Patrick and David Ryburn were living in York County, 

Pennsylvania, in the 1750s.  They were probably the sons born in 1724 and 1733 to John 

Ryburn and Ann Langwill, of Knochrioch farm, Kintyre.  A James Ryburn living in York 

County in the 1750s could also have been their son born in 1732.  Patrick Ryburn was not a 

common name in Kintyre, and there is really only one candidate.  David appears to have died 

young in 1762, but Patrick may well have been the father of two brothers, William and John, 

who were in York County, Pennsylvania, in the late 1770s, but moved to Washington County, 

Virginia, in about 1781.  There are no obvious candidates for these two amongst Scottish 

births. While in Pennsylvania, both William and John were on the York County militia roll of 

1778, so they probably fought for Americaôs independence.  Williamôs second son was called 

Patrick (http://www.ramblingroots.com/RYB-p/p2280.htm).  William was the ancestor of 

Roger Ryburn, of Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 

 

Eric Ryburn, a Methodist pastor in Alvin, Texas, is descended from a James Ryburn born in 

York County Pennsylvania in about 1753.  James may have been a son of the Patrick, David 

or James Ryburn that we know were in Pennsylvania at that time, and therefore a probable 

grandson of the John Ryburn and Anne Langwill of Knockrioch Farm, Kintyre.  However, 

recent Y-DNA test results have thrown some doubt that hypothesis.  Eric and Roger Ryburnôs 

Y-DNA signatures are not as close a match as expected, although they are probably related. 

 

The movements of Andrew, John, Margaret and Mathew Ryburn to North Carolina, USA, and 

those of Jane, James and William to Illinois have already been covered.

http://www.ramblingroots.com/RYB-p/p268.htm
http://www.ramblingroots.com/RYB-p/p268.htm
http://www.ramblingroots.com/RYB-p/p2280.htm
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The Earliest Kintyre Ryburns  

 

 
Starting in about 1650, the first Marquis of Argyll (Chief of Clan Campbell) lead a 

ñplantation schemeò which brought lowland farmers and landed gentry from Ayrshire and 

Renfrewshire to settle the land in Kintyre and introduce more modern methods of farming 

(McKerral, 2001).  The Ryburns were amongst them.  Suppression of the troublesome 

MacDonald Clan by Argyll, followed by pestilence, had by 1647 left the land in Kintyre 

partly depopulated (Maiden, A. M., 1997).  The lowlanders were supposed to exert a 

civilizing influence on the surviving Gaelic-speaking highlanders. 

 

A characteristic of most Kintyre Ryburns is that they stuck with the original Ayrshire spelling 

of óRyburnô, as opposed to the variety of spellings found in mainland Scotland and Ireland.  

The book ñKintyre in the 17
th
 Centuryò (McKerral, 2001) has an appendix titled ñLowland 

Namesò.  The names were taken from old Kintyre rentals, from the Parish Registers, and from 

other sources such as the Registers of Testaments and Inventories and the Sasine Registers.  

In each case the earliest date of occurrence of the name in the record is noted, and also the 

locality of its bearers then, and at subsequent dates.  The notes were meant to be illustrative 

and selective, not exhaustive.  The paragraph about the Ryburn name is as follows :- 

ñRyburn, Reyburn, Raeburn; a family named Ryburn owned estate of that name in 
Dunlop parish, Ayrshire.  In 1638 Neil Ryburn of that ilk sold this estate to Porterfields 
of Hapland, who were among the planter lairds of Kintyre.  Ryburns of Kintyre most 
probably of this family.  John Ryburn and Janet Jamieson in Backs, 1659; John, 
tacksman in 1666, name of holding indecipherable, but probably Backs; Patrick and 
Jane Baird in Garvachie, 1673; John, tenant in Aros, 1678; Mathew Ryburn and 

 

Fig. 12.  Image of part of the first page of the original Campbeltown Parish register, courtesy Diana 

Powell.   The arrow marks an entry that in the transcribed ócopperplateô version was deciphered as 

ó16 April 1681, Margaret, lawful daughter to James Clark and Janet Ryburn of Knockriochmoreô. 
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Elizabeth Ryburn, 1702; John Ryburn and Mary Dunlop, 1701; William Ryburn, tenant 
in Drumlemble, 1830.ò 

ñOf that ilkò is a Scottish title that means that the name Ryburn was derived from their 

ancestral lands and was formally awarded to them by the King of Scotland.  They were 

ñLairds of the Manorò, which was roughly the equivalent of English squires.   

Fullarton (1858, p165) confirms that in 1638 a Neil Ryburn sold the ancestral Ryburn lands 

near Dunlop, Ayrshire, to Gabriel Porterfield of óHaplandô.  McKerral (2001, p69) states that 

the ñheirs of the deceased John Porterfield of Haplandò were amongst the twelve original 

tacksmen who came to Kintyre in the 1650s, at the beginning of Argyllôs plantation scheme.  

Their ótackô, of twelve merklands extent, included the farms of Achalick, Craig and Backs.  

McKerral also says that in 1653 the tacksman of this tack was Alexander Porterfield, who was 

the brother of John Porterfield, formerly the ruling elder in the Parish of Dunlop.  John 

Ryburn must have been closely allied with the Porterfields, as the Ryburns had lived next 

door to Hapland, probably since feudal times.  The Porterfields may not have remained in 

Kintyre for very long, as their name does not appear in the appendix of Lowland names in 

McKerralôs book.  Also, there are no Porterfields in Kintyre birth records.  McKerral says the 

Porterfields were óRemonstrantsô who were caught up in the óPersecutionô, and some of them 

sought refuge in Holland.  John Ryburn seems to have taken over all or part of their tack by 

1659, or by 1666 at the latest. 

óBacksô is a farm that still exists (grid ref. 168565,621665) at the southeastern end of 

Campbeltown Airport runway.  óGarvachieô was about 5km further south (grid ref. 

168900,616743), not far east of óKilwhipnachô (see below), on the east side of the road to 

Southend.  óArosô was just near Backs (grid ref. 168296,621157).   

John Ryburn is likely to have been the son of Neil Ryburn, who in 1638 sold the Ryburn 

ancestral lands in Ayshire.  A ñtacksmanò in much of Scotland would mean that he was a 

patriarch of some sort, and a go-between for the chief of the clan and the lowest layer of 

tenant farmers, or serfs.  He was able to sublet his lands.  However, I have also read that in 

Kintyre a tacksman was merely a tenant farmer, and a ótackô a plot of rented land.  Also, John 

Ryburn may well have been Mathew Ryburnôs father, as Mathew had a son in 1706 who 

seems to be the only Neil Ryburn born in the whole of Scotland between 1650 and 1868. 

'Scotlands People' Web site has an image of the hand-written testament and inventory of a 

John Ryburn who died in 1706, at 'Vigill' Farm, Parish of Kilcheran (Kilkerran).  Vigill (also 

óWigilô, óWigleô) is the same farm as óUigleô, located on Chiscan Water on modern maps.  It 

was not far from Garvachie.  This is the earliest Ryburn testament known.  The document is 

hard to read, but it does indicate that a Mathew Ryburn of  Killeonan Farm was confirmed by 

the Argyll Commissary Court as the executor of this 'Testament Dative' (intestate).  It also 

mentions an Elizabeth, possibly Mathew's wife.  This John Ryburn was probably the original 

patriarch, as only he was sufficiently high up the social ladder to have left such a document.  

The next testament was that of David Ryburn, a Campbeltown merchant who died in 1771.  

Patric Ryburn and Jane Baird, who were living at Garvachie in 1673, may have come from 

another family in Ayrshire, or even Ireland.  Following blood-feuding in Ayrshire, a John 

Ryburn had fled to Ireland in about 1603.  Patric and Janeôs daughter Elizabeth had married 

Mathew Ryburn, so their families were probably not closely related.  On the other hand, first-

cousin marriages were not that uncommon in those days.  According to the Campbeltown 

birth register, Patric and Jane were at what looks like óIntiglachô in 1681, when the twins 

Patric and óJenatô were born.  As yet, I have been unable to locate any farm that resembles 

óIntiglachô.  Note that two of their children, Elizabeth and John were supposedly born in 1676, 

only 7 months apart.  One of their birth years may have been incorrectly written. 
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In 1683 a John Ryburn was at óKnockriochmoreô Farm when his son Patrick was ñborn out of 

fornicationò.  The John Ryburn and Mary Dunlop, 1701, mentioned by McKerral could be the 

same, and he may have been a son of the original John Ryburn of Backs.  Knockriochmore 

corresponds with the modern hamlet of Stewarton.  Bleauôs atlas of 1650 has a óKnockreoh 

Moirô at roughly this location, the Gaelic suffix ómorô meaning óbigô.  From his files, Angus 

Martin (pers. comm. 2007) says that in 1692 a óJonô and Mathew Ryburn were at óKilleunanô 

(Killeonan) Farm, and another John Ryburn at óAchachorkô (Oatfield) Farm.  These may or 

may not include the same John and Mathew as above, but they were probably tenant farmers.  

These farms are just 3 km southeast of Drumlemble, on either side of the road to Southend. 

 

 

Rich Merchants and Slave Owners 

Not all Ryburns were poor struggling farmers.  It seems that the Campbeltown merchant 

David Ryburn Jnr, who died in Campbeltown in 1771 leaving behind 33 pages of Testament 

Dative, was probably quite wealthy.  In the Kintyre tree I have tentatively placed him as the 

5
th
 child of Mathew Ryburn and Mary Galbraith, although he could also have been one of two 

other Davids born in 1733.  I am also not sure who David Ryburn senior was, as none of the 

eligible Davids had fathers called David.  However, David Snr could conceivably have been 

the third son (b. 1701) of Mathew and Elizabeth Ryburn, who was father of the illustrious 

shipsô master, Arthur Ryburn (b. 1743, see below).  The only other David born before 1733 

was the seventh child (b. 1707) of John Ryburn and Jane Sheddan. 

 

David Ryburn Jnr married Jean Anderson of Glasgow in 1763, and the evidence that follows 

suggests he married into wealth.  He appears two have had two wedding ceremonies, one in 

Glasgow on 16 October, 1763, and one in Campbeltown on 1 November, 1763.  Their two 

sons, John (b. 1766) and Thomas (b. 1767) were both educated at Glasgow University, 

respectively starting in 1779 and 1782 (Matriculation Albums of the University of Glasgow).  

The university records clearly state that their father was the Cambeltown merchant David :ï  

 

ñJOHANNES RYBURN filius natu maximus Davidis quodam Mercatoris apud Campbeltownò 

 

Both sons became trading merchants in the West Indies in the late 18
th
 century and co-owners 

of several ships.  These included the Pomoana and Alfred of Glasgow and the Nancy of 

Greenock (Dobson, 2006b, p.98).  John lived in the Township of St George, on the island of 

Grenada, while Thomas was in Kingston, Jamaica.  They traded coffee, sugar, flour, Madeira 

wine (Pearce, 2002) and probably tobacco, cotton, rum and slaves.   

 

In 1798 Thomas fathered an óAfricanô daughter called Margaret Ryburn, but he died in 

Jamaica the following year (Dobson, 2006b, p41).  John must have inherited Thomasôs 

properties in Jamaica, as he is recorded as ñAbsentee Merchantò and part owner of the 

Jamaican sugar estates of Heywood Hall, in the St Mary precinct, and Iter Boreale in the 

precinct of St George.  John was later compensated at total of £7878 for the 410 slaves he had 

previously owned at these two properties (Scotland and Glasgow in the records of slave 

compensation).  This followed the abolition of slavery in the British Empire in 1833, and the 

Slave Compensation Act of 1837.  The British Colonial Slave Registers also reveal that the 

company called Guthrie-Ryburn once owned numerous slaves in Grenada.    

 

John retired to Glasgow a wealthy man.  He lived at 29 (old numbering) Buchanan Street, on 

the SW corner of the St Vincent Street intersection.  By 1816 he had become a member of the 

Glasgow House of Merchants (Cleland, 1816).  In 1817, óMr Lindsayô, a Grenada-based 

partner of the firm Guthrie and Ryburn had tried to sell arms to Spanish Government in South 

America.  Several court cases ensued, terminating in 1833 with an appeal to the Privy Council 

in London (Knapp, 1834, p188).  By 1832 John had imported some cactus plants from 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/content/help/index.aspx?r=554&407
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/content/help/index.aspx?r=554&407
http://www.archive.org/stream/matriculationalb00univuoft/matriculationalb00univuoft_djvu.txt
http://books.google.com.au/books?id=4cYDAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA147&lpg=PA147&dq=Ryburn&source=web&ots=WlUoJM0m-4&sig=YsOic79mtIOnne2zZ9C3QDPbVt0&hl=en&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnum=3&ct=result#v=onepage&q=Ryburn&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=qEh7ZNngcRkC&pg=PA98&dq=Ryeburn&lr=#v=onepage&q=Ryeburn&f=false
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1470-9856.00012/abstract
http://books.google.com/books?id=qEh7ZNngcRkC&pg=PA98&dq=Ryeburn&lr=#v=onepage&q=Ryburn&f=false
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http://books.google.com.au/books?id=zA0XAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA3125-IA1&lpg=PA3125-IA1&dq=Ryburn+Grenada+Botan&source=bl&ots=KZU8hTpwti&sig=I7gPo3qTLPGtuRY9D7PUKbO4E4c&hl=en&ei=gJ_RSbawD6bo6gP_t7mdBA&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnum=3&ct=result#PPA3125-IA1,M1



