Kintyre Ryburns

By Roderick James Ryburn, Canberra, ACT, Australia

On a beautiful sunny day in September, 2007, my wife Christine, daughter Jessica and | drove
theveryscenic journey from Glasgoiww Camp e | t own, near the knob (the
of the long Kintyre Peninsul@n the west coast &cotland My main purpose wa® learn

something abouhe lives oftheancestor®f all New Zealand Ryburnsncluding me That

afternoon, irthe Old Kilkerran Graveydrin Canpbeltown,Jessicdound theivy-fringed

gravestone of James Rybubaker and farmekvho diedat age 66 in 1857He was my great,

great grandfather,arild c a |l | him A.James the Bakero

That evening we stayed
bedandbreakfasacconmo-
dationat6 East Dr ur
farmhousdFig. 3), about 6
km westof Campbeltownon
the road to Malarihanish(Fig.
4). This isa dairy farm now
run by the Ralstons,\aell-
known Kintyre namgthat
alongwith Ryburn Armour
and manyothernames, ultim-
atelycamefrom Ayrshire in
the 1® O &l alread knew
that James the Bakwas born
nearDrumlembleVillage, but
it was only some months latet
| discovered thathis partic
ularfarmhouse was builh
1800by hisuncle iJames the
Farmen. However, all good
things come to an end, grab
| learned l¢er, the Ryburns
werebooted oubf several
farmsby ther landlord, that
powerful Scottish lordthe
Duke of Argyll. You could
say they werdatevictims of
the Highlands clearances

Fig. 1. 6James the Bakerdésd G
This tripkindled my interest
in conductingfurtherresearch into thKintyre Ryburnstheir livesand times Accompanying
this account is a GEDCOM file of a familree that incorporates mdbe Kintyre Ryburns
we know aboutas well as fairly completeand accurateree of mostNew Zealand Ryburns.
This file can be imprtedinto nearlyall genealogy programs. The New Zealand part of the
tree comesnainly from my cousin, Michael Gray, of Pukdie near Auckland, New
Zealand.Partsof the Kintyre tree araow fairly solid butotherpartscan best be described as
0 wking hypothesés. andéstors back to William Ryburn and Margaret Arm@ig. 11)
married in 35, are rock solid, and the tree post 1780 has relatively fesrtainties. Most
ambiguities intheinferred links bateen births and marriagasestated inthe notes
accompanying eadhdividual. The Kintyretree isa work in progress, dovelcomeany
alternative hypotheses, particularly if supportedibgssailabl@ew evidence.



The Kintyre tree draws heavily ontgped transcript of the Longrofizowland) Churchbirth
registry, Campbeltown, that was painstakingly compitegbout 1972y New Zealanders
StewartMcNair Ryburn and his sobonald and orExcel spreadsheets compiled by Diana
Powell, Atherton,California from microfilms of the Lowlan€hurchbirths and marriages
registergrior to 1775 We (my wife and 1) haw also made extensive useooline datdases
att he O St oRdmmlded Web site and tehlelsdwshto er
acknowledgdhistorical contributions from Angudartin ard Elizabeth Marrison of
Campbé&town, and theyravestonghotos of Drumlemble farmeesd brotherdames and
William Ryburnsent to us by Jim and Muriel Adantdinburgh(Web, 2007) These were
instrumental in fixing William Ryburn and MargaretrAour as my earliestertainancestors.

James and & a b e Famity6 s

James t hgeaveBang er 6
minusthe ivy, tells quite a story, as
James and his wife IsabeNécNair
produced a total of 15hddren, only
3 survivinginto adulthood Isabella
diedatagel3, Elizabeth at 7but

ten diedasinfants, notwithstanding
the evidence for damily nurse

Mary McKellop, recordecbn the
gravestone Thisfamily lived
throught he Ohungry f
potato famine in IrelandDiseases
werecommonand a bh y fifeswas
precariousndeed although they
seem o have avoided severe
cholera outbreak i©832. As we
shall sedater, some of my earlier
anestors fared much better with
regard to infant mortality

After James dieth 1857 his wife
Isabellahis three srviving children Fig. 2. JessicaRyburn at James the Baker's Gravestone
Martha, James and Robeand an

orphan Mary Ryburn all emigratedo New
Zealand In Junel8% my great gradfather,
Robert McNair Ryburn, aged 24ailed for
Auckland, New Zealandbnt he &6 Spr
O c e aTihdre ke beame a seed merchant,
commerciakravekerand farmein Auckland
andhemarried Sophididdleton Hamlin
therein 1863 (Nicholson, 2002 He is the
only one of my Kintyre ancestors bave
receivel a middle nameThe rest followed on
t he O Mae ylvih&agriped in
Auckland in 1866.By that time Martha was
married to Archibald StewartAn accou of
this particularly gruelinggoyage appeardd
6rhe Daily Suthern Cros§ Auckland, 16
Feh 1866 (Anon., 1866).How Isabellacoped
at ager2 can onlybe imagined Fig. 3. The Bakery, 19Main St, Campbeltown

Day



It is unlikely theytravded
steeraggethough,as James
the Baker died quite a
wealthy mari much to

my surprise.l had
imagined that with all
those infant deaths they
must have been quite a
poor family. However

we were ale to obtain a
copy o Blastwdl me
and testamentia the
6Scodkl Pedpl
site He died at

O0Ki |l ki29Klar,6 ¢
1857, leaving to Isabella
anestateworth a total of
£3,391- 4s, a tidy smin
those days Fig. 3. Celtic Graves in the Ruins of Kilkivan Chapl.

Kil ki van, al so knsgafarm aosc a& Leadw okhi It khiev @nda,t igr oun (
just north of the Machrihanish road (grid ref. 165660, 620425), about 0.5 km northwest of

Drumlemble Village. Kilkivan is also a ruined chapelthe hill to the souttbelieved to

havebeen built in about 600 AD The name meah&§AQCel8ctcrossaowi ndé6s Chu
in the center of Campbeltown is said to have come from Kilkivan Chapel in about 1680

In his will, James was
described aafisometime
baker in Campbeltown,
thereafter farmer at

Dr uml e rls18&60
marriage registry entry
states he was a baker.
According to Elizabeth
Marrison,Campbeltown,
in 1837 his bakery was in
Main Street and lassume
he lived in Campb&bwn

at that time probably at
the bakery Between

1825 and 1828, James
wasa partneland share
holderi n tumside 6 B
Whisky Distillery@ In
1885 they were producing
96,000 gallons of
AiCampbeltown Malto per year, soldémaenly in th
Camaqpbel town Bookdé (Kintyre-Civic Society, 2003)

Figure 4. Kilkivan Farm. Photo courtesy Paula Ryburn, 2009.

Founded in 1825 by McMurchy, Ralston & Co; Situated on Witchburn Road; Original
partners were Alexander and Hugh Greenlees, maltsters, James Ryburn, baker, John
Colville, sadler, and Robert McMurchy (Ralston not traceable). Dissolved in 1828; In
1840 partners were Alexander, Hugh and Robert Greenlees; the owners became
Colville, Greenlees & Co of the Argyll Distillery; Burnside Distillery Co in 1923;



I n 1833, 0Jame s listedas alsrahpldebidlkecCanpbletown&teamboat

C o mp awhicldoran the steamships between Campbeltown, Greenock, Glasgow and other
placegKelly, 2004) His nephewAlexanderRyburn,wasthe stewardn charge of the

cateringonthé St Ki erand HS8tdBeen hkEhddrard!|ly on the OIL

In 1838 James took out a-$Bar lease on East and Mid Drumlemble Fardarrison,

pers comm., 2008)following a court caséArchives, 2007prought by theéduke of Argyll
against William Ryhrn, tenant oEast Drumlembleyilliam Ryburn, tenant of Mid
Drumlemble and others ThesevereJ a me s 6 s b r aamndthis cousWWilliamwlzom ,
the Duke was trying to prevent holding on to their leasé®fifist Scotland @nsusn 1841
recordsJames (50) livingn Drumlemble(probably Kilkivan)with his wife Isabella (45), sons
James (5} and RobecNair (2)1 also his sister Agnes (44) and her daugtsaipella (18),
bot h | iasrtne ¢ eatsea@basirtl821Aghes was married tBdward Ryburn,
originallyo f 6 Ki | Wwarm urEdward tay have died.iving in a separate house at
Drumlembk (?Mid Drumlemble)vasWilliam Ryburn(59,6 4.L a b o) rpmballly] a me s 6 s
brother,andhis sistedanet (55 6 H o u s e Nd<childrenearein evidence

In 1850 James was a member of the Highlands and Agricultural Society of Scotland.
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Fig.5. Campbeltown and the Mull of Kintyre, showing Ryburn farms.
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(Transactions of the Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland, 1851, p cxix).

In the 1851 census, James (59) is described as a farmer of 168 acres, employing{& men

was | iving at oO6Drumlemblebé with Isabella (55),
Agnes (53, 6House servanté) and her daughter |

From the letter of Duncan Ryburn (1955), Glasgow headmaster, the followimgastal
certainly James the Baker. Nicholson (2002) also relates this story, and | have read a similar
account in the online O60Kintyre Magdé (but have

ilt seems to me that the Rybumessushhavebeery t he Chr i
the persevering members of the tribe. In the old Longrow Church records of

Campbeltown a James Ryburn is recorded as having gifted $50 to the poor of the town

and an equal sum to some other deserving object. $100 in those days was a small

fortune 7 in the early years of the 19"cent ur y. o

Jamesods wildl indicates that before he died he
Merchant Lintmilldé. (fl-aawend!| bar hey) 6beatlbe (acG
Di sti | | er yhalCsee, dther Rybfiras were also involved in the whisky trade.

The lease on the Drumlemble properties had expired by M&Tigon, 2008 so aother
court case was instigated by the Duke of Arggainst Jameis 1857. Jamedgliedin March
1857, soArgyll sued his son James to prevent tenarmagysfer At the time the Duke of
Argyll was trying to prevent the automatic transfer of leasésetgons of tenant farnser

Note that the current village of Drumlemble waainly a coal mining villageard a row of

coatminers cottagesi laa Welsh coal mining village, are still in existence. The coal was

mined from the 6Skeyloch Pité between East and
(Cormack, 1999). Coal was transported to the Campbeltownetistillfirstby horse and

cart, then by a canal surveyed by James Watt of steam engine fame in 1773, and from 1876 by

a light railway that eventually went as far as Mdcanish. Coal was being mined late as

the 1960s, and the mine extended under thk Bea to the west. The mine, canal and

railway have all disappeared.

After James died in
1857, the 1861 census
records his wife Isabella
(67) as head of the 200
acre farm called

0 Gar t,emplogry 6
3 men. This is located
2 km west of the remote
village of Southend,
near the southern tip of
the Mull of Kintyre.

The farmhouse still
exists,(Fig. 4)and is at
grid reference 167085,
608529 (UK Web map,
2008). Although we
went to Southend one
evening, we were not
aware of the farm at
that stage. Theensus
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Figure 6. Gartvaigh Farmhouse Photoby Paula Ryburn, 2009

al so records | sabellads son James (24, O6Far mer
Larnakshire, Glasgow), sistatl aw Agnes Ryburn (65, 6Domestic w
(19, oO6Dairymaiddé, b.( Se®utdRonds b. GantmbnilAdaryy d&Nreta&v i e s



Ryburn waghegranddaughteiof Alexander Ryburnyounger brother of James the Baker
(Fig. 11) Martha and Her husband Archibald Sgetwvere living in Campbeltown at this
time. Agnes died in 1863, leavirthe resfree toemigrate to Mw Zealand in 1865/66

Willamand Isabelld s Fami | y

James the Baker was tBed sonof William
Ryburnand Isabell Patersowho were
married in 1779.They had 9 children, 8 of
whomseem to haveurvived to adulthoad
and all8 of themappear to have anried.

Al though we did not
gravestongFig. 5)is inthe Qd Kilkerran
Graveyardn Campbeltown.It is very
weathered andifficult to read butJim Adam
of Edinburghhasprovided the following
transcriptior-

1817
Erected by William Ryburn, tenant
Drumlemble in memory of
his Father William Ryburn
Drumlemble
late tenant there
who died the 3 (?) March 1815
aged 64yrs. also Robert
who died young. the place

designed for the family. Fig. 7. William the Far

In 1792 the Duke of ArgyNvas responsible for ther$it census ever conducted in this part of

the worl . At 0 Dr uml ewele FeeordédKniorie koa dccunataly) Widiam (39),

his wife O6lsobell & (36), Will iThemfirggsb®) , Jean (7
Robertwas born in 178(ut sems to have died before 179Phe birth of daughter Jean,

also known as Jat, was not recordegor wasillegible) in the Longrow Churchegister as

she clearly exigidin a house at Drumlemble the1841 andl851 censwess where shevas

described aa6 Si st er & -~~~

OHouse Keeper
brother William She fills
what wouldhaveotherwise
beenbe a gamf five years in
William and Isabe family.
Jamesand Jean Ryburalso
posessed daughterdean(9)
in the 1792 censusp

William was not harbring his
brotherds 06Je
day.

6 Ki | | enbstprolzalilyd
refers toKilkivan Farmhouse,
which is shown on modern
maps on the flat&known as
the ALaggano)

Fig. 8. Drumlemble Village from



kilometrenorthwest of Drumlemble village. This appears to have bdwme James the
Bakerbreathed hidirst andlast breath. Today, Kilkivan is a nor¢oo-attractive dairy farm,
with the old stone house dwarfed ligly modern farm sheds.

In 1800William Ryburnrequested to the Chamtsén of the Duke of Argylthat his fam be
divided into two divisiongEast and Mid Drumlemblepne for himself and one for his older
brother JamesH, Marrison, pers. comm., 2008}t wasJamesvho occupied the new house
at East DrumlembleWhy it was William thaofficiated, and nohis dder brother James, one
can only guess. This must have been Willigatherof Jameghe Bakeyand not his father
William, who wouldalmost certainhjhave been dead by 1800.

Exactly where Williand amily lived is not yetlear, but he may have liveddt at Kilkivan
farmhouse, agated inthe 1792 census, and latevéestDrumlembleafter 1800. West
Drumlemble farmhouse is nowst across theoad from Drumlemble Village, on therth

side. The Ryburns may have occupied three adjacent farms indinégyof Drumlemble
Village, not necessarily all at the same tiféi | | i ldeshSusvivirgg son, William

inherited théarm from his falber. Heappeardo have marrid a Peggy Conley at Southend

on 1 Jarl814 and have fathered one daughter Anom on 11 May 1814.In 1838 loth he

and his cousin William (eldest sontbe deceasedbmes) were thmrgetof litigation by the
Duke of Argyllto remove them from their tenancieldowever, James the baker stepped in
and took a 1¥ear lease ohoth Eastand Mid Drumlemble Farm&lizabeth Marrison, pers
com, 2008) In the 1841 censugYilliam was living with his sister Janet Ryburn in a house at
Drumlemble (probably Mid Drumlemble) separate to that of James the Baker. There is no
sign of his earlier wie or daughter, who may have both died.

Wililamés daughmarr Mad gBhdwar d Rybur noécgngaon Andrew
daughter Isabell&vho was baptized in Campbeltown1824 In the marriage record

Andrewwasd e s ¢ r i b euler, Bramlefinhléa JAoutlined belowAndrew, Margaret

and probaly two of he brothers settled in North CarolindSA.

Two of Williams e n isons asried othe Island of Islay, which is not far northwest across

the sea from Machrihanish. Alexander moved to Bowfiadltarrow, where he married

Elizabeth (Betty) Cravurdin 1814and produced at least 5 childr@fig. 11) Bowmorewas,

and stillis, the home of the famous Bowmore whisky distillery, and it is quite possible

Al exander was i nvoltwyeml820Vi | $ isanwldtisewmamigd r i ndus
Betty MacArthurat Kildalton, Isle of Islay,site of the famous Kildalton Celtic Croskthink

this Mathewlateremigrated to North Carolina (see below).

As already mentioned | e x a 1ah aelso@adled\lexanderwas a steward on steamships
between 1843 and 1848 (Kelly, 2004). $¢=ms to have married a Mary McNicol in
Glasgow in 1843, and they produced one child, Maho wentto New Zealand with the
survivors of Jammthe 186l ensis Marngwaslivingfwishrien gt .
Southend, and was described as an orpifanwasborn inLarnakshire Glasgow.

William&s daughter Agnesnarried Edwadd Ry burnés son, Edward, in 18
marriage records Edwar d litsovwiegpoduedteedfirsas A Coope
daughter Isabella (no originality her@)1822 However, Edward seems to have died or

disappeared, leaving Agnes and her daughter as servants in the household of James the Baker

in the 1841 and 1851 censusdgnes ded atGartvaigh,Southendin 1863.

Williams youngest sgnJohn, appears to have marradary McAlister in 1829 producing
one daughtedean or Jeanjén 1830. | think this John may have gone to North Carolina in
1830. In 18419 J e amageylOwasapparenthfiving with her maternal grandrtieer in Main
Street Campbeltown Any ambiguity between John and his cousin John is resolved by the
1851 census, which hass cousinwith hiswife Isabella ananother &an in Campbeltown



The North Carolina Connection

| recernily discovered several Kintyre Rybuméo settled in North Carolina, USA. On 4
Aug, 1826, an Andrew, Margaret and John Ryburn Wsted as early steamboat passengers
travellingfrom Quebec to Montreal, Canad@hey may havesailed inb Quebegusta day
earl i er on  tehGreerbdkAnrewRybum théonly one ever born in Kintyre,
wastheson ofKilwhipnach &rmer Edward Ryburn Andrew married a Margaret Ryburn
(same surnameh Campbeltownin 1823. She waaneldersider of Jameshe Baker John
waspr obabl y Mar gar e Ndanthg passaengee IisttwasbAndeetv and r
Ma r g afirsechild, ksabella born in Kintyre in 1824.0n Aug 24, 1826Andrew and
Margaretwereregisteredas havingbaptized their seca daughterMargaret, at Niagara,
Ontario-- yes, that igust next door to Niagara Falls

I initially thought they must have settledsouthern Ontario, as there weréewRyburns

theredecadegater. | now know these Canadian Rybarwere fromAyrshire. However,the

US Federal census dath1850 and 186@learlyrevealAndrew and Margareesiding in

North CarolinaUSA, as theimames and ageand those of their childreall matchfar too

closelyfor this tobe a coincidenceThey and their dughter Isabella wemotedas having

been born in Scotland in about the right years. In the 1830 census a John Ryburn was
recorded in Cumberland County, N r obably the same John Ryburn,
Scotlandwhowasme nt i oned i nofScdtsan NorihiCaradirat1680y8 3 0 0 .
Andrewappearsn the 1840 census ltincoln County, North Carolinebut prior to 185@he

namesand age®f others in théhnousehold were not recordebh the 1&60 censusAndrew

and Margaret were livingp Gastm Caunty withtheir childrenlsabella, Margaret and

William (b. ~1833).

Most likely nota coinctlencewas the presendethe 1830 E d e r a | c Mattrewds of a i
Ryburn living in Cumberland County-e was pobablythe brother of Margaret Rybunwvho

hadmarried Betty McArthur in 1820 at Kildaltonpn the Isle of Islay. He seems to have been

in thevanguard of the Ryburns who wentNorth Carolina The CapeFear River and

Cumberland County, North Carolina, were the destinations of many Scots who edrigrate

the USA from South KintyreThere were several promineRtybum descendants in North

Carcinaand t he ARyburn Me moinBhelby, (evetasdiCgpuntggasi an Chur
probablynamed after one of them

Jamesand Jearts Family

James Ryburn as William
the Far mer 6s
Helived at East Drumlemble
Farm from1800 onards.
Born in 1741, henarried Jean
Smith in 177%ndtheyhad

15 children six of whom died
in infancy. Like his brother
hedied in 1815nd his grave
stone was ereatiein 1817 in
Kilkerran Graveyard by his
oldest surviving sorWilliam.
Although gmilar in size and
shape his gravestoawas
made out of superior stone to

Fig. 9. East Drumlemble Farm, built for/by James Ryburn in 1800.



that of his brotheand ismuch better preservedor perhaps itvas lessexposed.It reads as
follows :-

1817
Erected
By
William Ryburn Junr.., tenant in
Drumlemang; in memory of his
Father James Ryburn, Late

Tenant there who died July 16"

1815 aged 75 years, likewise

Wm.. Jas.. & Jas.. Mathew Elizh.. & Jn..
who died in infancy, the Place
designed for the Family.

Accordingto Angus Maitn of Campbel t dsvanalterrative name fa& ma n g 6

Drumlemble On early military maps (Roy 174&/5 ) , 6 D risahrbudynthenséme
location as preseqttay Drumlemble. Thewell-knownmodern Scottisfh ol k song, fAThe R
to Drumlemano, is all atlplaeimt Drumlemble on the

(http://userwww.service.emory.edu/%7Eehultgr/music/lyrics/r/road to drumléexa

Fig. 10. Gravestone of Farmer James Ryburn, courtesy Jim Adam, Edinburgh.


http://userwww.service.emory.edu/~ehultgr/music/lyrics/r/road_to_drumleman.txt

The word on the gravestone (Fig. 8) aftexthf i r st OWi Il Il i am Rthburnd | ook
double dots signify an abbreviatioithis qualifiermay haveunctioned to distinguishim
from the eldest son William who died in infancy, or pbssirom his cousinwilliam born a
few years earliewho was also a Drumlemble farmérhe last childtodien i nf ancy, 6Jn. .
was probablyhetwin Jeanborn in 18@, suggestinghatthe Jean born in about 1783 also
diedbefore the age of 20The 172 Duke of Argyll censusecordsJames Ryburn (41), Jean
Smith (36), daughtePeggy (12) and Jean (9), asmhWilliam (3), all at Drumlemble
Peggy is short for Margaret, of course.

Weknowalittle about] a me s a sulvividgehaldred heir eldet surviving son

William, was atEast Drumlemble & m whenJames died in 1815William married Ann

Mitchell in 1831, poducing at least 7 children, threewhom James, William and Jane

migrated to lllinos, USA (see below) William seems to haviest his tenancy of East

Drumlemble in 1838when the Duke of Argyliook him and his cousin William to court.

The 1841 casus revealhim and hisfamily living in Lorne St, Campbeltown, amjives

Wi |l | i ambésn oaxs upG@arit e r. Hes sodJantep was orghan&debpdge1rl 6

(see below)soWilliam andhis wife Annmust havaliedby about1l844.J ames and Jeanos
daughter Mary appears to have marrigdagson Archibald McCallum, in Campbeltown in

1813 Theyhad 11 children. Archibafls o0 c cwagoad s amttie 1841 census

| was originally lel to believe that James and Jean's surviving son James had returned to
Ayrshire to become a shoemaker in Lardhe ancestoof engineer Duncan Ryburn, who
lives in Aberdeen. However, it now seems thehesnust have beeborn in Ayrshire. The
Scotland's People Web site recatitis death of a James Rybuage 70,in Campbeltown, in
1861. Tle definitive information heresihis mother's maiden name, which was given as
'Smith’. In the 184 Scottishcersusit is clearlythis James, aged about 4ving in Main St,
Campbeltown, with his mother Jean, agédut 80, and anothdean, aged about 50

probably his wife osister He doesotappeatin the 1851 census, but in 1861, just before his
deathhewas recorded as a 70 year old lodger at Gavarchie farm, with a Jean and James
McAlister. His occupation was given as, '??Bak&His suggests that meay haveworked
alongside his cousin 'James the Baker' in the Main Street bakery in Campbeltovenhavel t
taken over the bakery when the other James moved to Drumlemble in 1838.

James anangdsesannd@imecane a 6 Di st iinlICanpbelfowNdithoulghe r 6
his marriage recordescribedr i m as a . Hevimanriad hsabella Kicister in 189
andhad 7 &ildren. This line of descent dear, as the 1851 census has John (44), wife
Isabella (52, quite a lot older than him), his mother Jean (90), his son John (1) and his
daughter Mary (6)- all with him. The 1881 census shodshn (75) withhis daughter and
housekeepeand9), 1 HighStoeet,(Campbeltowhle died in 1886.

J o h yodngest sonJohnw a s oimerd(6arpenter)n Campbeltown who married Mary

Barret in 1875. They had four children, the youngest baregherDuncan Ryburn, the last
Ryburn to be born in Kintyre. Du n ¢ a n 6-speakiagenothewas descendedom a

long line of Matheisons (or McMathsyho had occupied the same farm at Southend for over
600 years It wasreputedly gifted to them by Robert theuBe. Duncaneventuallypecame

the headmaster of tha@rgeAlexander Parade Primargl§ool in Glasgowretiring in 1948 |

have a copy of an interesting letter he wrote in 1955 to a Ryburn descendant in New Zealand.
He died in 1959.
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The lllinois Connedion

In the 1880 USA Federal Census there were two Ryburn families living in Winnebago
County, lllinois the parents aivhomwere allborn in Scotlandl was able taleducehat the
fathersin these familiesJames and Williangame from the family of Wliam Ryburn and
Ann Mitchel, originally of East Drumlemble Farrijntyre. Their agesloselymatched
their birthdatesn 1833 and 1835

| later came across two bi@phies that relate totheRey b ur n s . J astedesthad bi ogr a
he was born on 28ug, 1833 to William and Ann (Mitchell) Ryburn of Arggshire,

Scotland, and that he was orphaned by ageHElthen lived with relatives in Kintyre and

workedasan agricultural labourerln 1854 ke came to Belvedere, Boo@@®unty, lllinois,

via Quebec In 1860 he maired May Flemming fromCampbeltownand eventually became

a successful farmer J a me s Ofigthebsiatesghatahip $isydanealsosettledin

Illinois, at New Milford. In the 1880 census sheer husband AleenderCamerorand her

family of four childrenwere living in Cherry Valley, Winnebago County, lllinois.

The other biography is mainly aboandhiswifel | i amds
Mary Leggwere bothbornand orphaned in Adrdeeshire | believethatin William&s case
this is incorrect, and that William was born to the same parents as those ohddniase

There appaao have beenno Ryburnsindly deenshire at that time, an
Set t |l eme nt &ereiWilliarfirst wiern, avas pioneenday farmers from Kintyre.In

185Q William arrivedatage 15 n New Yor k on the #ASaraho, and i
recordedas a pupi | ad itrgtetBettienentiBnois avdlibam became a

blacksmith inRockford Winnebago County, whettee was recorded with his wife and six
children inthe 1880census In 1883 he and his family moved to Hansbounty, South

Dakota The biography saythat "Both were worthy members of the Presbyterian Church and
were folk of sterling charactenpnored byall who knew them".William died in 1898.

William and Margaretdos Family

Until notlong ago we were I
unsure whahe parents of .
Drumlemble farmers James an(
William Ryburnwereg but the
images of their gravestones ser
to us by Jimand Muriel Adam
werecritical in fixing their
parents as William Ryl and
Margaret Armour (a well

known Kintyre nameultimately
from Ayshire) who were
married in Campbeltown in
1735. They aremy earliest
certain ancestors.

Their son William was 64t
death and thismatcheshis
LongrowChurchbirth recordin
1751. Jamesds wvii v 1 ceurou

mi ssing fr om i@pectrarsaript of Rg Llongrow Ghsrakgister but we

found it on tle Scotlan@ People Web sitendonDi anna Powelsl Thaeisapr eads hee
oneyea mismatch between his age75 at deathasrecorded on his gravestqrand his
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record of birthin 1741, but that is hardly significantdis son William may have got #ightly
wrong on the graveston&here islittle doubt thatWilliam and James werédrothers

William and Margardi s mar r i age r dubiougadthd gsoonswasmeiginalls t

written in the regieRtyerbuasn owhavti tdébo okheriwiok et @dd®
by t he abbr edoweeet, in thenbirtfis\Wagister Wadm and Margaret are clearly

the parents of the&ight childrenso the amended marriage record is probably coriidutre

is a two year gap between this marriage and the birth of their first child Margaret.

The fact that none of William and Margaset h i | d r e repeatmears fenalied young.

Their eldest daughter Margag@iobably marrieddlexander Andersoim 1757and had eight

children. There areno other candidasdor thatmarriage. Mary may have marriedames

Greenlees in 1758, aMdathewwas probablyhe Campbeltowid Gopeb(barrel makervho

mariied Mary Turner in 1753andhad 6 childrer{fFig. 11) Wi | | i am a nybunfdatr gar et 6 s
child Agnes was very likelthe sameéignes Ryburrihat isrecordedas tenanat 6 Hi g h

Tirf e r g u snd 797 @ rMartin, percomm. 2007).High Tirfergus isabout 2 knup the

hill southwest of Drumlembjen Tirfergus Burn (grid refl65570,618376

In1l776 al% ear | ease of OEast Dr uml eBMalrisod, was t aken
pers. Comm. 2008)We do notyet know when William senior died, so this could have either

been himorhison 6 Ea st Dr probabty cobrédsgoidso what i s now the 6N
Dr uml efamn(Fig.8), as the current OEast Drumlembl ed
Jamesin 1800. Prior to 177 6sfamiimighth @avwme ame e Malrigwair eg d6at
Druml embl e 6, known  tha weadp noknew thiatfar sukei vand f ar m

Mat hew and EIli zabethodés Family

In trying totrace he parents of William Ryburn, husband oaidaret Armourthere isonly

one birthof a William Ryburnin the wholeof Scotand that fitsand that ishe William born

to Mathew and Elizabeth Ryburn in Campbeltown, in 1704. Younger WillRybsrnsare

all far too young to have married Margaretaur in 1735, and older Williams wet@o old

to havefathered childrem n 17 55, when William and Margaret 6s
The next oldest Williamvould have been 65 when Agnes was iopwossible but urikely.

So Mathew and Elizabeth werprobablythe parents of William, but we cannot rule out the

possibility that his birth was not recordext the record did not survivéVe now know from

John Ryburnds testament that MaflTheeamesohs | i ving
Wi | | siclildmed appear to confirm the connection, but not rigoroustathew and

Elizabeth had nine childrénJames (1697), John (1699), Dayid01), William (1704), Neil

(1706), Jean (1709), Janet (1712), Elizabeth (1715) and Mathew (1716). Again, none of the

children may have died young, as no names are repddatidnay have been named after

the Neil Ryburn that sold the ancestaiburnlands in 1638 At least seven of the nine

appear to have married, although some of these conneatiespeculative MathewJunior

mayhave emigrated to Ameriéa 1741, or earliefseeAmerican Ancestorgelow).

Mathewds parents ar@ow thought to béhe patriarch and taxmawohn Ryburrand his wife

Janet Jamiesom f 6 Haacrkns & and | ater OUinpdasédohands Mat hew
executor i n JobhAs@Ma tl¥ Sob dNd, eom ind 70@wad seemingly
namedafter hisgreatgrandfathe(see below)Hi s wi f e EIl i zabet bubns mai den

too, and she wasrobablythe daughter oPatric Ryburn andaneBaird, who were living at
0 Ga r v whemanHBizZabeth was borin 1676(McKerral, 200). Patric and Janieadfive
children recorded in the Longrow Churlainth registry, but the recond intermittent and
difficult to read in thadamaged early pagof theoriginal registry(Fig. 12.
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Ancestors of North American Ryburns

Mathew Ryburn and Mary Galbreath, who married in Campbeltown in 1747, seerthd be
ancestors of Diaa Powell(2007) of Atherton, California Mathewprodu@d four children
with Mary. They probably lived at Killeonan Farrasa Mathew Ryburn andames Ryburn
held 19year leases there 1756lowever,Mary died and Mathewppeas to have remarried
in 1761 to a Margaret Dunlpproducing four more children

Longrow Relief Church stml on the grassyoundin front of the currentorne & Lowland
Church, known before 1990 as LongroWwutch. Two of the subscribing members in 1767
were Mathew and James Rybuifhey were noted as tenants in Killeor{@&owell, 2007)

Two children from he first marriage, Mathe. 1753)and Ann(b. 1756) migrated to North
Americainabout177@ o j oin an uncle O0Gi |l bredtthe, i n Yor |
was just 17, and Ann 15, when they sailed for North Amerideere is evidence to suggest

they did not like living withtheir stepmother (D. Powell, pers. comm. 20073ter, hey both

travelledon to Washington Countyirginia, in about 1780whereboth were married and

had children

Diana Powell hadiscoveredanother Mathew Ryburn, who is recorded as having unclaimed
letters at Philadelphia post office in 1741. This Mathes probablyporn in Kintyre in
1716,theyoungest childbf Mathew and Elizabeth Ryburn.h& only other pasbility is a
Mathew born in 1722 to William Ryburn and Janet Colvilldowever that Mathewmost

likely remained in Kintyre, as hetise favoed candidate fathe father of the Mathew dn

Ann that went to AmericaTheearlierMathew mayhave joined th&cotslrish settlement in
the Cumberland Valley, Pennsylvania, as there was a Mathew Ryburn who was taxed on 200
acres in Hamilton Township in 17&d1779,andthenon twoacres imearbyAntrim
Township in 1781, 1782, and 1788 his suggestiseretired from full-time farming in about
1780, at an age approximately64 years.As yet, o descendants are knowBy 1786,

Di ana P owe Mathew hadlong depattenl from York County, Pennsylvdaia,
Virginia. However, here were definitely two Mbaews in Pennsylvania for about 10 years.

According to Diana Powela PatrickandDavid Ryburnwereliving in York County,

Pennsylvaniain the 1750s Theywereprobablythe sons bornn 1724and 17330 John

Ryburn and AnrLangwill, of Knochrioch farmKintyre. A James Ryburn living in York

County in the 1750s couklso have been their sborn in 1732.Patrick Ryburn wasot a

common namén Kintyre, andthere isreally only onecandidate David appears to have died
young in1762 but Patrick mayvell have been the father of two brothers, William and John
who were in York County, Pennsylvania, in the late 1770s, but moved to Washington County,
Virginia, in about 1781.Thereareno obviouscandidates for these two amon§sbttish
births.While in Remsylvania, both Willian and John were ahe York County militiaroll of

1778 so they probably f ou.ghtWifbebondhdmiesrcalleda s i nde
Patrick fttp://www.ramblingoots.com/RYBp/p2280.htip. William was the ancestor of

Roger Ryburn, of Oak Ridg&ennessee

Eric Ryburn, a Methodist pastor in Alvin, Texas, is descended from a James Ryburn born in

York County Pensylvaniain about 1753.James may have been a sothef Patrick, David

or James Ryburn that we know were in Pennsylvania at that time, and thenafolalale

grandson of the John Ryburn and Anne Langwill of Knockrioch Farm, Kintjosvever

recentY-DNA test resultdhave thrown some doubt that hypoise€r i ¢ and Roger Rybl
Y -DNA signaturesre rot as close a match agpeced although they are probably related.

Themovements of Andrew, JohWargaretand MathewRyburnto North CarolinaUSA, and
those of Jane, James and William to lllinois haveady been covered.
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The Earliest Kintyre Ryburns
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Fig. 12. Image of part of the first page of the originl Campbeltown Parish register, courtesy Diana
Powel I . The arrow marks an entry that in t
616 April 1681, Margaret, | awful daughter tc

Starting in about 1650, the first Marquis of Argyll (Chief of Clan Campbell) lead a

Apl antation schemed which brought | owland farm
Renfrewshire to settle the lamiKintyre and introduce more modern methods of farming

(McKerral, 2001). The Ryburns were amongst them. Suppression of the troublesome

MacDonald Clan by Argyll, followed by pestilence, had by 1647 left the land in Kintyre

partly depopulated (Maiden, M., 1997). The lowlanders were supposed to exert a

civilizing influence on the surviving Gaetgpeaking highlanders.

A characteristic of most Kintyre Ryburns is that tistyck with the original Ayrshire spelling

of ORyburnd, as obspelimysfeudd irt neainland cotlara and ketayd.

The book AKi"@ewptariyn 20Medasaddppendit i t1 ed ALowl and
N a me $he names were taken from old Kintyre rentals, from the Parish Registers, and from

other sources such #®e Registers of Testaments and Inventories and the Sasine Registers.

In each case the earliest date of occurrence of the name in the record is noted, and also the

locality of its bearers then, antlsabsequent date3he notes we meant to be illusttizve

and selective, not exhaustive. Teragraph about the Ryburn naimas follows:-

fRyburn, Reyburn, Raeburn; a family named Ryburn owned estate of that name in
Dunlop parish, Ayrshire. In 1638 Neil Ryburn of that ilk sold this estate to Porterfields
of Hapland, who were among the planter lairds of Kintyre. Ryburns of Kintyre most
probably of this family. John Ryburn and Janet Jamieson in Backs, 1659; John,
tacksman in 1666, name of holding indecipherable, but probably Backs; Patrick and
Jane Baird in Garvachie, 1673; John, tenant in Aros, 1678; Mathew Ryburn and
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Elizabeth Ryburn, 1702; John Ryburn and Mary Dunlop, 1701; William Ryburn, tenant
in Drumlemble, 1830.0

AOfhat il ko ithatmeantBat tha neameRitbunrasderived from heir
ancestralands and waformally awarded to them by the Kirgf Scotland They were
AiLai r ds o f, whichvess rdightytbe equivalent oEnglish squires

Fullarton (1858p169 confirms thain 1638a Neil Ryburn sold the ancestral Ryburndan

near DunlopAyrshiret o Gabr i el P o r t McKdrral €00, pe®)fstatéskthatp | and 6 .
the Aheirs of the deceased John Porterfield of
tacksmen wha@ameto Kintyre inthe 165G, at t he be @plantatiomsgheroef Ar gy |l | ¢
Their 6t ack©o, of t wel ve mer kl ands extent, i ncl
McKerral also says that in 1653 the tacksman of this tack was Alexander Porterfield, who was

the brother of John Porterfield, formerly theimglelder in the Parish of Dunlop. John

Ryburn must have been closely allied with the Porterfield$iyeaRyburnsadlived next

door to Haplandprobablysince feudal times. The Porterfields may not have remained in

Kintyre for very long, as their nantioes not appear in the appendix of Lowland hames in

Mc Kerral 6s book. Al so, there are no Porterfie
Porterfields were 6Remonstrants6é who were caug
sought refuge itolland. John Ryburn seems to have taken over all or part of their tack by

1659, or by 1666 at the latest.

6Backsd is a farm that still eamnendoE (grid ref.
Campbel town Airport r unwa yhersouth Gadnef.ac hi ed6 was a
168900, 616743) , not f ar ,eratweteastsifle obtheirobdidi pnach 6

Southend.6 Ar o s jast neax Backs (grid ref. 168296,621157).

John Ryburrs likely to have beetheson ofNeil Ryburn whoin 1638sold he Ryburn

ancestral lands iAyshire A it amukhsfiBeottaddvduld mean that he was a

patriarch of some sornd a gebetweerfor the chief of the clanand the lowest layer of

tenantfarmers or serfs Hewas abldo sublet his lands. Howevydrhave also read that in

Kintyre a tacksman was merely atenantfasrmend a Ot ac k 6 aAlsp,Jlant of rent
Ryburn maywellh ave been Mat heawMdheinada sodnsl706whd h e r |

seemdo bethe only Neil Ryburrbornin the whole 6 Scotlandbetween 1650 and 1868

'Scotlands People' Web site has an image of the-wattdn testament and inventory of a

John Ryburn who died in 1706, at 'Vigill' Farm, Parish of Kilcheran (Kilkerran). Vigill (also

OWi gil 6, 6WigledYigbedbhel sameetilaom &€bi scan Wat
was not far from Garvachie. This is the earliest Ryburn testament known. The document is

hard to read, but it does indicate that a Mathew Ryburn of Killeonan Farm was confirmed by

the Argyll Commisary Court as the executor of this "Testament Dative' (intestate). It also

mentions an Elizabeth, possibly Mathew's wife. This John Ryburn was probably the original

patriarch, as only he was sufficiently high up the social ladder to have left such sedacum

The next testament was that@dvid Ryburn, a Campbeltown merchant who died in 1771.

Patric Ryburn andaneBaird, who were livingat Garvachien 1673 may havecome from

another family inAyrshire, or even IrelandFollowing bloodfeuding in Ayshire, a John

Ryburn had fled to Ireland in about 160B.at r i ¢ daunghterElzabetiiadmarried

Mathew Ryburnso their families were probably not closely relat& the other hand, first

cousin marriages were not that uncommon in those daysording to theCampbeltown

birth register, Patric and Jane werendtiat looks liked | nt i gl ac h &hetwins 1681, wher
Patri c averelbor®d Awyeta hadie been unable to locate any farm that resembles

0| nt i. bdteghatbwd of their childen, Elizabeth and John were supposedly born in 1676,

only 7 months apartOne of their birth years may have been incorregtijten.
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In 1683 a John ¢&yhb wrcrh moahendis gomBatinkovdborn out of

f or ni .cThe Johm Ryburnral Mary Dunlop, 1701, méioned by McKerral could bthe

same, antie may have beensan of the original John Ryburn of Backsnockriochmore

corresponds with the modern hamleSoéwarton.Bl eauds at | &Keockeh 1650 has
Moi r &6 at ocatiangthd yGaehliiscr|® urhd d rxkraotngnis filds,iAggas.

Martin (pers. comm2007) saysthatin 1692a @®dod Mat hew Rybur& were at
(Killeonan) Farm, andreotherJohn Ryburn atAchachorlb(Oatfield) Farm. These may or

may notincludethe same Johand Mathewasabove but they were probably tenant farmers

These farmare just &m soutleastof Drumlemble, on either side of the road to Southend.

Rich Merchants and Slave Owners

Not all Ryburns were poor struggling farmetsseems that th€Eampbeltowrmerchant

David Ryburn Jnrwho died in Campbeltown in 177Tdavingbehind33 pages of estament
Dative, was probably quite wealthyin the Kintyre tree | haveentativelyplaced him as the

5" child of Mathew Ryburn and Mary Galbraijtalthough he could also have been one of two
other Davids born in 1733.am also not suresho David Ryburrseniorwas as none of the
eligible Davids hd fathes called Dawl. However, David Sncouldconceivablyhave been

the third sor(b. 1701)of Mathew and Elizabeth Ryburwho wasfather oftheillustrious
ships6 mast e (b,1748se¢ below Th&gnly athenDavid born before 1733
was the seant child (b. 1707) of John Ryburn and J&teeddan.

David RyburndnrmarriedJean Andersoaf Glasgow in 1763andthe evidenc¢hat follows
suggestdie married into wealthHe appears two have had two wedding ceremonies, one in
Glasgowon 16 October]763,and one in Campbeltowon 1 November, 1763Their two

sons John (b. 1766) and Thomas (b. 17@/&re both educated at Glasgow Univgrs
respectivelystartng in 1779 and 178@atriculation Albums of the University of Glasgpw
The university records clearly statathheir father wathe Cambeltown rarchantDavid :i

AJOHANNES RYBURN filius natu maximus Dawvigliedam Mercatoris apud @Gapbetownd

Both sonsecameriadng merchantin the West Indies in the late l8enturyand ceowners
of several ships Thesdncludedthe Pomoana and Alfred of Glasgow and the Nancy of
Greenock (Dobson, 2006b, p.98ohn lived in the Township of St Georgm the island of
Grenadawhile Thomas was in Kingston, Jamaic@hey traded coffee, sugar, flour, Madeira
wine (Pearce, 2002and probably tobacco, cotton, rum and slaves

Il n 1798 Th o maficanddaughiee callediMamaret Rybutiut he diedn

Jamaicahe following year Dobson, 2006b, p41J ohn must have inherited 7
propertiesin Jamaica as he i Absentedlerchahieaddpatswnet of the

Jamaicarsugarestats of Heywoal Hall, inthe St Mary pecinct, and kr Boreale in the

precinct ofSt George.John wadatercompensated at total of £7878 tbe410 slavehehad
previouslyownedatthese two propertieS¢otland and Glasgow in the records of slave

compensation This followed the abolition of slavery in the British Empire in 1833, and the

Slave Compensation Act of 183The British Colonial Slave Registeatsoreveal that the

company called GutheiRyburnonceowned numerous slaves in Grenada.

John retired to Glasgow a wealthy mathe lived at 29 (old numbering) Buchanan Street, on

the SW corner of the St Vincent Street intersectiBpn.1816 he had become a member of the

Glasgow House of Mehants Cleland, 181p . In 1817, 6 Mbbasedi ndsayo, a
partner of the firm Guthrie and Ryburn had tried to sell arms to Spanigri@nent in South

America. Several court casensued, terminating in 1833 with an appeal to they Eouncil

in London Knapp, 1834, p188 By 1832 John hainported some cactus plants from
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