Beynon family history
Introduction
This is a preliminary draft of the Beynon family history.  There are still many gaps with more work in progress.  The aim of this history is to both document what is known from both written and oral sources as well as to close as many gaps as possible.  

The history is compiled in the modern style of giving more context to the individuals of immediate interest.  This means that emphasis is given to detail on complete families rather than just on one individual within the family or a line of descent approach 

Eventually it is intended that the history be circulated widely within the family to anyone who is interested in a form such as CD ROM so that everyone has the benefit of the basic reference material such as a family tree, photographs, basic birth/death/marriage information, and a broad family history.  This not only allows family members to know more about their ancestors, but provides a back-up for irreplaceable material such as photographs.

Also it is proposed to put a form of the family tree on the Internet so as to allow access by other researchers who may well provide detail on related Beynons and other families linked to the Beynon family. This form will be restricted to the ancestors and exclude living and modern descendants. The aim is to gain some links - especially at the UK end and early Australian descendants.

The following history largely covers the life of John and Anne Beynon and the period immediately before and after their lives (1830-1904).  The history is therefore open at both ends.  It is hoped that this history could lead to some quick work to rough in the primary details for the generations born since 1900.  Work on the Welsh end is slow and laborious and advances may well have to await the outcome of the slow process of computerisation of records in the United Kingdom.

The history is structured into the following components:

1. Wales

2. Australia

3. Recent generations

4. Family records and heirlooms

5. Source material and references

6. Further research

7. Family tree (not included)

8. Summary tables

9. References (not included)

In the next version every paragraph will be numbered and linked back to a list of references.

1. Wales
The earliest record so far discovered is that of David Beynon (d. 1847) and his wife Mary James (d.1841).  David and Mary were married at Llanina on 26-2-1817.  They are buried in St.Michael’s church yard in Ciliau Aeron (Cardiganshire).  The dates of their deaths are from the headstone.  

David Beynon and his wife Mary James are buried at St Michaels in Ciliau Aeron. The inscription on the common gravestone is in Welsh and reads:

Around the arched top of the gravestone

FFRWYTH Y CYFIAWN SYDD MEGIS PREN Y BYWYD

(Fruits of the just is like the tree of life)

On the gravestone proper

ER COF AM

DAVID BEYNON

GRAIG, PLWYF HWN

YR HWN A FU FARW TACH 26

1847, YN 59 OED

MARY

EI WRAIG A FU FARW TACH 19

1841, YN 47 OED

(David Beynon, 26 November 1847 aged 59. Mary, 19 November 1841 aged 47. Plwyf hwn is the Welsh word for parish and Graig is the name of the property at which they lived)
David and Mary lived for a long time in Ciliau Aeron and had eleven known children between 1817 and 1837.
  The birth date for each child is known.  Three of them died young (Sarah, Elizabeth, Thomas), and a reasonably amount of detail is known about four of the children (Margaret, David, John, Lettus) but for four children (Ebenezer, Mary, James, Anne) there is little detail such as marriage, death or any facts about their lives.  

It can be speculated that the last five children - David (1827), John (1830), Anne (1832), Letitia (1835), and Thomas (1837) may not have lived at Ciliau Aeron after their mother Mary died in 1841.  David would have been 14, John 11, Anne 9, Letitia 6, and Thomas 4 years of age, and may well have been sent to live with another relative or older brother or sister.

The 1851 Census records David, John and their sister Anne all lodging in a house in Upper Brecon Street in Dowlais, Glamorgan.  The house was owned by the Evans family.  In addition to Morris and Mary Evans and their three children (Margaret, Anne and Lewis), there were 4 lodgers comprising David, John  and Anne Beynon and an Lewis Price.  Their ages, dates of birth, and professions listed for the Beynons were:

David 
23
1828
Coalmine sinker

Anne 
18
1833
House servant

John
20
1831 
Coal pit sinker

The spelling of their surname on the Census was ‘Baynon’, and all three had Ciliau Aeron as their place of birth.

John Beynon was married in Aberdare in Glamorgan in June 1853 when he was 23 years old.
  He might have lived at Ciliau Aeron until his father died and then the  three of them moving to Aberdare for work.

Anne Morgan was born in 1834 in Cwmaman, Glamorganshire.  Her parents were Morgan Morgan and Mary Edwards, and they had seven children, with Anne being the fifth born.
  The 1841 Census lists all of them living at home, and Morgan Morgan as being a miner, and his 13 year old son David is also listed as a miner.

By the 1851 Census Mary had died, Morgan was a farmer and only David (farmer), Anne (housemaid, and Mary (scholar) being at home.  Home for Morgan Morgan in both the 1841 and the 1851 census was 2 YSGBORWEN which is believed to be the name of the farm
. 

John D Morgan, the younger brother of Morgan Morgan, lived either on the farm next door or more likely on a second house on the same farm, as both addresses have the same schedule number in the Census which means that there was more than one family living at the same address.  The address for John D Morgan is YSGSUBOR WEN.  In the 1851 Census his profession is listed as farmer 17 acres, and date of birth c.1794.  Four children are listed as being at home:

John

19
c1832
Haulier

Catherine
17
c1834
Housemaid

Jane

14
1837
Scholar

Phillip

12
1839
Scholar

Also recorded in the 1851 census was that Catherine Morgan, daughter of Morgan and Mary Morgan had married a David Jones, a Beer house keeper born in Aberdare. They were living at the Shepherds Arms at Fforchaman.  Their first born Margaret Jones is listed as being 9 months old.  Interestingly Elizabeth Morgan, Catherine’s younger sister who was 13 years old was recorded as living with them.

John Beynon married Anne Morgan at the Church of St John the Baptist in Aberdare on 23 June 1853.

Interestingly, and it is most likely only a coincidence, that three of the Morgan children (Catherine, Elizabeth and David) married three Jones’ (David, Samuel and Ann).  More research into the Jones side would clarify whether they are related or not.

It should be noted that the records show numerous variations in spelling.  Anne Morgan is variously spelt with and without the ‘e’ and Morgan with and without an ‘s.

2. Australia
John and Anne Beynon spent the bulk of their life in Victoria –the south eastern state in Australia.  All the place names referred to under this section are located in the state of Victoria.

John and Anne travelled to Australia by ship arriving in Melbourne on 14 January 1854.  The ship was the Mooresfort which was a new sailing ship operated by the White Star Line.  The 1220 ton ship carried 479 passengers to Melbourne on a trip generally of several months duration. The ship departed Liverpool, England on 17 October 1853, and the ships master is a H.Culthurst, and agent J.Redfern. The Argus newspaper of 14 January 1854 records 461 passengers being in the Intermediate, and two families being in the cabins. The Beynons weren’t in the cabins.
Family tradition has it that they camped on the banks of the Yarra River in Melbourne on their arrival in Australia.  There was a place called Tent City where new arrivals stayed, and family tradition says they stayed there.  This was probably the case as accommodation was short in Melbourne at the time, and Anne was 7 months pregnant on their arrival in Australia.  Mary Beynon was born in April 1854, and it is quite possible that the family didn’t immediately make for the goldfields.

The precise birthplace of their first born Mary is unknown, although Melbourne is the most likely place.  She was born in April
 1854, but no birth record exists for her in Victoria.  

The passenger list for the Mooresfort does not record an infant accompanying John and Anne.  Interestingly, the passenger list records the spelling of their surname as BAYNAN which is also the pronunciation used by the Beynon side of the family in Canada today.

The early years
Where John and Anne went on their arrival is also somewhat of a mystery but it is presumed that they moved from one gold field to another, as their second child David Morgan Beynon was born in 1856 at Smyths Creek which is close to Ballarat.  Ballarat was a major centre for goldmining.

Intriguingly, one database (Family Search International Genealogical Index) contains a record of a marriage between a John Beynon and Ann Morgan in Smyths Creek in 1855, but this is not reflected in the records kept by the Victorian Government.

In the 1856 Victorian Electoral Roll, Ballarat East Division, John Beynon is recorded as ‘Mount Pleasant, Miners Right’. He was entitled to vote because he held a miners right.  The election in 1856 was held in October 1856

By 1858 the family had moved to Tarnagulla following the rich alluvial gold deposits which had been discovered in 1852.

John and Anne had a total of 13 children, 10 of whom are recorded as being born at Sandy Creek/Tarnagulla/Newbridge.  Six of the children died before reaching 3 years of age.  Three of these young children (Margaret, Anne Margaret, and John James are buried in a common marked grave in the Tarnagulla cemetery.  The children died within several months of each other in 1860.

The relatives of John and Anne
The immediate relatives of John and Anne in Australia were:

David Beynon
John Beynon’s older brother David (b.1827) came to Australia on the White Star in 1858.  He died in June 1861at the age of 34 and is buried in a marked grave in the Tarnagulla cemetery.  He died by drowning and an inquest was held into his death. His occupation was given as a miner on his death certificate.
No other information exists on him or what he did.  David was unmarried.

Letitia Lewis (nee Beynon)

John Beynon’s sister, Letitia, christened Lettice Beynon on 8 January 1835 was born in Ciliau Aeron, Cardigan, Wales.  She came to Australia on the Shalimar arriving in Melbourne in September 1866.  Letitia married Edward Lewis in 1868. 

Letitia and Edward Lewis had three Australian-born children;

· Eleanor Mary (b.1869)

· John David (b.1872)

· Elizabeth Margaret (b.1874)

Letitia died in 1881 and is buried in Tarnagulla cemetery.

Edward Lewis
Letitia Beynon’s husband, Edward married Letitia in 1868.  Edward was born in Coychurch, Glamorganshire, and after coming to Australia became a miner, company director and later a hotel keeper, and owner of the Victoria Hotel in Tarnagulla.  His sister Anne also came to Australia and managed the Victoria Hotel in Tarnagulla.

After Letitia died in 1881 he remarried in 1882 to a Maria Krazser. 

He died in 1884, and is buried in Tarnagulla cemetery.

David Jones
David Jones, the son of Thomas and Margaret Jones, was born in Aberdare, Wales. He married Catherine Morgan, the sister of Anne Morgan.  

David and Catherine Jones came out to Australia in 1858 on the ship the White Star, arriving in Melbourne in November 1858.  They were accompanied by their 3 children Margaret, Mary and David.  Also on the same voyage of the White Star was David Beynon - John Beynon’s brother.

David Jones died in Tarnagulla on 22 April 1862 and is buried in the Tarnagulla cemetery in a marked grave.

Catherine Jones (nee Morgan)
The sister of Anne Morgan. Catherine married David Jones about 1851, in Aberdare, Wales.

Catherine Jones died in Tarnagulla on 17 May 1862 and is buried in a marked grave in Tarnagulla cemetery.

Catherine and David Jones had three Welsh-born children:

· Margaret (b.1850)

· Mary (b. 1853, d. 1925)

· David (b. 1856, d.1939)

Family history has it that David Jones their son worked with the railways and that he refused to drive the train from Melbourne to northeast Victoria to pick up the famous bushranger, Ned Kelly, who was to be brought to Melbourne to be hanged.

Samuel Jones
Born in Hirwain, Glamorgan, Wales.  He married Elizabeth Morgan 18-4-1861 in Aberdare, Wales.  With wife Elizabeth arrived in Melbourne on the ship Great Victoria in November 1863.

Date and place of death unknown.

Elizabeth Jones (nee Morgan)
Anne Morgan’s sister.  Married Samuel Jones on 18-4-1861, in Aberdare Wales.  With husband Samuel Jones she arrived in Melbourne on the ship Great Victoria in November 1863

Elizabeth Jones died in Tarnagulla on 9 October 1872 and is buried in a marked grave in Tarnagulla cemetery.

Elizabeth and Samuel Jones had three Australian-born children:

· Morgan Thomas (b.1864, d.1865 )

· Morgan Thomas (b. 1866)

· Thomas Samuel (b.1869, d.1870)

Tarnagulla
Tarnagulla was originally known as Sandy Creek.  The town has other nearby settlements such as Newbridge, Llanelly, Waangarra and more distantly Bendigo and Dunolly.

An early publication a 1931 booklet titled Back to Tarnagulla compiled and researched by BP Patman records the following:

‘In 1853-54 prospectors began to turn their attention to quartz mining, and it was about this time that Messrs King, D Hatt, Hawkins and RW Hammond discovered the Poverty Reef.  This splendid reef made Tarnagulla famous when its wealth was made known to the wondering world.

Its astonishing richness was withheld from its discoverers, and it was not until Messrs Beynon, J Davies, JW Davies, and Williams brought their practical mining knowledge to bear on its problems that it’s truly remarkable values were disclosed.  The original prospectors spent their time and energy until they were almost in despair.  In fact half of the Prince of Wales claim (No. 7) was offered for $40 and there were no buyers. $100,000 was offered for the same interest a few weeks later.  The Dunolly and Bet Bet Shire Express, of 8th October, 1866, reported that an area of 300 square feet had then yielded one and a quarter million pounds sterling.  In 1859, from a single crushing from the Prince of Wales claim mentioned above, two cakes of gold weighing 1,389 and 1,504 ounces were obtained, some of the stone producing the

magnificent yield of 200 ounces to the ton.

The Poverty Reef was named by Mr D Hatt in remembrance of Poverty Bay, New Zealand, where his life had been saved by a Maori maid when he was in danger of drowning.  The Poverty lode was peculiar in that it occurred in massive blocks of quartz.  Each block was thick in the middle and tapered at each end and was generally schistose casing between the points of overlap.  When a block was worked out the next block was found by tracing the leaders or small quartz veins that connected them.’

John Beynon was the owner of crushing plants in addition to interests in mining claims, leases and companies.  He was part of the Prince of Wales claim which had the largest and best portion of the Poverty Reef.  This was known as the Prince of Wales Company of which he was the manager.  He was also a director in other companies such as the Cambrian Company that mined the New Chum Reef at Llanelly, and the Perseverance Company that mined the Belgian Reef near Dunolly.

It was reported in the obituary of 1904 that ‘Here he and a few others owned the exceedingly rich Poverty Reef claim which it is stated gave each of the owners between forty and fifty thousand pounds’.

The Tarnagulla Courier of 29 April 1865 in a notice establishing a new company known as the ‘Sandy Creek Poverty Reef Mining, Quartz Crushing and Washing Company’ lists the company as having 14567 two pound shares spread between 66 named shareholders.  John Beynon is listed as having 1885 shares i.e. 13% of the company.  The shares were issued at two pounds each and the nominal capital of the company is given as 29,134 pounds.  Of note is the presence on the share register of several other major share holders such as Thomas King (1941 shares) and Eli Summers (1275 shares), who with John Beynon are the only shareholders to hold more than 1000 shares in the company.  Other shareholders listed include people associated with the discovery of Poverty Reef or its early mining such as Hatt, Hawkins, Hammond, King, Williams, and Davies.

To put the value of a pound sterling into context, wages in the 1860-90s were about two pounds per week.  To roughly convert pounds to modern dollars (Australian) a multiple of 37 should be used.  Thus the shares John Beynon had in one company were worth about $140, 000.  This does not factor in the generous dividends paid quarterly, nor the value of the shares if sold.  It is worth noting that the price of gold was fixed at three pounds an ounce and sale of gold could only be to the government.
Little of historical value remains on Poverty Reef, as the equipment was all dismantled and sold and the mines reworked in the 1930’s and 1990’s.  A memorial cairn with a plaque attached stands near the site in Commercial Street Tarnagulla. The text on the plaque reads:

THIS REEF

WAS DISCOVERED BY

NEW ZEALANDERS

FROM POVERTY BAY

AND CALLED

POVERTY REEF

1852-53

131/2 TONS OR 324,000 OZ.

OF GOLD WAS OBTAINED

ERECTED BY
THE CITIZENS OF
TARNAGULLA
Research is currently underway into the mining side of John Beynon’s time in Tarnagulla.  In summary the mining history is quite complex with many companies starting and closing, amalgamating with others, mining starting and ceasing, court cases etc. 

In terms of John Beynon’s involvement in the area, the following is known: 

Southern Cross Hotel  At Sandy Creek, this hotel was operating prior to December, 1857, with Josiah Mashford as the licensee.  On 22 June 1859, the licence was renewed by Captain Murray, Police Magistrate at the Sandy Creek Court, to David Jones with JP.Grey and John Beynon as sureties.  David was a hotelkeeper in Wales prior to emigrating to Australia.

Tarnagulla Mechanics Institute 
This started on 27 August 1858 and the first meeting was in a room loaned by John Beynon.  He loaned a room on 31 July 1861 where it remained until 17 June 1865 when it moved to a refurbished room in Commercial Road, Tarnagulla.
Electoral roll.  
John Beynon is recorded as living in Sandy Creek in 1859.

Welsh Church.  
John Beynon was one of the founders of the Welsh Church at Newbridge (date unknown).  The church was later sold in 1893 and its assets of £40 disbursed to local charities.  John Beynon was a trustee along with Rees Williams when the church assets were disbursed.
Loyal Garibaldi Lodge.  
He was a member of the Tarnagulla Chapter of the Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows which was a benefit lodge.  He was 31 when he joined and his application in 1861 records his occupation as ‘quartzmaster’.

Tarnagulla Benevolent Society.  
He was Chairman of the society formed on 6 August 1862.

Sandy Creek Progress Committee
This was formed at a meeting at the school house in July 1858, with the main purpose of promoting the welfare of the district. John Beynon was elected to the nine member committee.  He was on the same committee when it reformed on 25 September 1861
Beynon Street, Tarnagulla.  
The street was named in his honour in 1864.  The street is now under the golf course.

Commercial road property. 
In the 1864 rate book John Beynon is listed as the owner of a weatherboard house in Tarnagulla.

Justice of the Peace.  
He was a listed as a JP in 1868.  He was also a member of the Police Court.

Horses  
John seems to have had an interest in horses.

He is listed as the judge and sometimes as the starter of races in 1864 for the Tarnagulla Turf Club, and a judge at the races at Eddington.

In 1875 John Beynon is still listed as a ratepayer in the Borough of Tarnagulla.

In 1881-1883 several of their children were still going to school in Tarnagulla.

It is also part of family tradition that John Beynon imported the first Welsh ponies into the Colony of Victoria.  If true they may well have been kept at his property ‘Cardigan Villa’ at Newbridge.
Local Government
John Beynon was involved in both the formation of local government in the Tarnagulla-Newbridge area as well as being an elected representative.  It is recorded that:

· 23 September 1864.  Elected as a member of Council in newly formed Shire of Bet Bet. Also served on all the committees in the initial year.

· 1867.  Elected Shire President.

· 1868.  Elected Shire President.

· 31 July 1868.  Resigned as Shire President.

· 1868.  Elected to Council of Borough of Tarnagulla.

The Tarnagulla Courier of 29 July 1865 carries a letter of support in the form of an advertisement from 19 ratepayers for John Beynon’s candidature for the annual election of councillors in the Borough of Tarnagulla.  He was standing against three councillors seeking re-election.

In his capacity as mayor John Beynon opened the common school at Newbridge.

The Garden Party 
See Attachment A
The Great Gun Case

See Attachment A

Properties
In 1870 John and Anne built a large single storeyed brick house on the banks of the nearby Loddon River which was named ‘Cardigan Villa’ in honour of the Welsh county from where he hailed.  At some stage he turned his hand to farming at the property.  It is recorded that he won a prize for 4 bushels of rye in the Annual Show of the Newbridge Agricultural Society held in late March 1867.
The Tarnagulla Courier of 29 April 1865 carries a small notice advertising under a heading ‘Farm to Let’ a farm on the Loddon to be Let within half a mile of Newbridge.  For particulars apply Mr John Beynon’.  Perhaps the Beynon family had moved into Tarnagulla or possibly Melbourne for a short time.

The Tarnagulla Courier of 23 January1869 records a reunion held at the house to which 150 guests were invited.  The full article is at Attachment A.
The Tarnagulla Courier of 9 May 1874 carries an advertisement ‘Cardigan Villa Farm, Newbridge, to let on easy terms’.  This would have been at the time the family focussed on their life and properties in Melbourne.
The house was later sold to Eli Summers who was a business partner of John Beynon.  Eli Summers was the brother of Charles Summers a renowned sculptor - one of his sculptures is the famous Burke and Wills sculpture in Melbourne.  The Summers family history records that Charles came out from England to join his brothers at the Tarnagulla goldfields, sold his seemingly worthless mining claim, on which the buyers struck it rich a week later.  John Beynon may well have been one of those buyers.

The house passed through several owners before being purchased in the mid 1970s and extensively renovated.  These owners, the Ramsey’s reported several sightings of a ghost of a woman carrying a small child.

The house is now owned by Gillian and Don Goldsworthy who are restoring the house and garden.

John Beynon also owned a weatherboard house to the east of Commercial Road (Main Street) in Tarnagulla, however it is unknown whether this house remained in the family for long or who lived there.  This may be the house known as ‘Cardigan Cottage’ in a newspaper article and could have been at Doctors Gully on the northern edge of Tarnagulla.  John Beynon still owned this house in late 1884, but was trying to sell or lease it.

In the Sands and McDougall Directory of 1870 John Beynon is listed as living at 79 Roden Street, West Melbourne. 
In the Sands and McDougall Directory of 1885 John Beynon is recorded as living in Gold Street, Collingwood, in Melbourne.  This is obviously after he went bankrupt and when he was working with the railways.
John and Anne Beynon retired to a house at Back Creek in Bendigo where they lived until they died in 1904.  When the property was bought and when sold is unknown.

The Hotels
The Club Hotel (also known as the Railway Club Hotel) on the corner of Spencer and Latrobe Streets in Melbourne was adjacent to the Spencer Street Railway Station – the station for interstate and country trains.  John Beynon is listed in the Sands and McDougall Directory of 1875, as the hotel’s first licensee.  In another directory his occupation is given as ‘farmer and miner, Newbridge’.  A David Beynon is also listed with his occupation as ‘quartz crusher’.  This would be David Morgan Beynon.  The hotel was demolished some years back and a remand centre now is on the site.

John Beynon also owned the Exchange Hotel, in Flemington Road, Melbourne, and the hotel is described as being opposite the New Hay Market.  In an advertisement in the Tarnagulla Courier on 13 June 1874 the hotel was described as providing ‘first class accommodation for boarder, and up-country visitors’ and ‘The finest quality of ales, wines, spirits and good stabling’.
Bankruptcy
Family history has it that it was the hotel that had a significant impact on John Beynon’s fortunes.  Apparently, his friends used to come to Melbourne and stay and party for free.

Family history has it that he went bankrupt, sold everything and payed his debts in full at 20 shillings in the pound.  No dates are known and this is another research topic as the information may still exist.  It is most likely to be in 1882/83 when the gold mining company he was heavily involved with, ceased mining at Tarnagulla in December 1882, and was wound up by the Union Bank.  He started his job with the railways in March 1883.
It is probable that the hotel was not the sole contributing factor behind the bankruptcy.  Gold mining in the late 1880s was increasingly capital intensive as the mining companies sunk deeper shafts and invested in more infrastructure.

Tarnagulla was a small but very rich goldfield characterised by complex geology, many small companies working numerous claims and leases, and mining gold down to 300 metres.  The nearby Bendigo goldfields were more extensive, with simpler geology, bigger companies, and therefore commanded a much greater slice of the investment capital around in the post boom times of the late 1800s.

Railways
After going bankrupt and paying off all his debts, John Beynon started a job on 6 March 1883 with the Victorian railways as a greaser/pumper on a steam locomotive. This position was organised as a ‘grace and favour’ by Sir Thomas Bent, developer and Premier of Victoria.

Family tradition has it that John Beynon also travelled to Sale in eastern Victoria to celebrate the opening of the new line, which reached the Mitchell valley and Bairnsdale in 1888.
In the Obituary of 1904 it is recorded “ he was proud of relating that during one of his runs up-country a judge who was travelling on the train heard that he (Beynon) was travelling with him.  He at once left his carriage and finding Mr Beynon, gave him a cordial greeting, at the same time putting out his hand for a hand shake.  Mr Beynon hesitated to take the proffered hand as his own was covered in engine oil.  ‘That is nothing” replied the judge, “let me grasp the hand of an honest man”.

At the time of his employment the family were living in Tarnagulla as Margaret Beynon is recorded at school in Tarnagulla in May 1884.
The complicated 20 years
This 20 timeslot 1883-1903 is not clear and covers the period John Beynon worked in the railways, retired, and moved to Bendigo.  It covers Melbourne, Tarnagulla, Mitiamo and Bendigo. 

What is known is:
* his last big mining venture, the Prince of Wales and Old Poverty company had been wound up by the Union Bank in December 1882, and the assets sold to a group of Ballarat mining speculators.
He went bankrupt, but an extensive search has found no bankruptcy papers.  He apparently paid his creditors the full 20 shillings in the pound.  This is probably the reason he joined the railways at the age of 53 years.
* he still had a cottage at Doctors Gully in Tarnagulla in November 1884 as there is an advertisement in the Tarnagulla Courier as he was trying to sell it

* his sister, who lived in Tarnagulla, had died in 1881 so she wasn’t around to help out

* in May 1884 Maraget Beynon won a prize at the Tarnagulla State School

* in April 1886 the Tarnagulla Courier reports that John Beynon junior from Mitiamo enters for the Newbridge. 
*John and Ann’s eldest child, Mary, who was unmarried was living at Mitiamo, for reasons that are not known.  Catherine Beynon was married from her sister Mary’s  place on 22/2/1888, something most likely to do with the fact that William Norman Beynon Matthews born 25/9/1888.  Catherine though, must have been in Melbourne, as otherwise there was no place for them to ever meet her husband Frank May Matthews who was born in Emerald Hill, and lived in the Sunshine/Footscray area
*In the Sands and McDougall Directory of 1885 John Beynon is recorded as living in Gold Street, Collingwood, in Melbourne.  Whilst this is not confirmed, this is obviously after he went bankrupt and when he was working with the railways
Retirement
John Beynon retired from the railways on his 60th birthday in 1890 and received a pension.

On retirement John and Anne moved to Back Creek in Bendigo, Victoria.

In the electoral roll for the Federal Referendum of 1899 John Beynon’s address is given as Neale Street, Bendigo, and occupation ‘Gentleman’.

They celebrated their golden wedding anniversary on 20 June 1903.  A family photograph taken at the time shows all 6 of their surviving children, some of their spouses and grandchildren.

The family photograph taken at the celebrations shows three old women.  Just who they are related to is unknown.  One may be Mary McDonald (nee Jones) and another her sister Margaret Jones, daughters of Anne’s sister Catherine Morgan (nee Jones).

The Shire of Bet Bet sent John Beynon a letter, dated 25 June 1903 to mark the occasion of the golden wedding anniversary.

John Beynon died a year later on 27 June 1904, and Anne died a week later on 4 July 1904.  They are both buried in an unmarked grave in Bendigo cemetery.

Occupations
John Beynon is described in a range of documents as being a Miner, Quartz Reefer, Magnate of the Reefs, Farmer, Railway Employee, and Engine Driver.

Of interest is that John Beynon’s occupation is listed as ‘painter’ on the 1950 death certificate of John Ayron Beynon.  Perhaps he took this up when he retired from the railways at the age of 60.

Miscellaneous
The following information is small snippets of information about Beynon family members, in no order, that are largely derived from family tradition.

· David Morgan Beynon went to Wesley College in Melbourne

· Katie Beynon.  Had a set of solid gold earrings made from Tarnagulla gold that were put in her ears at the age of 6 and only taken out at 90 years.  The earrings may still be in the family, possibly with the Blake descendants.  She died at her daughter Ida’s place in Melbourne. 

· Mary Beynon lived with John Ayron Beynon and Isabella Toomey for some time. She is supposed to have had a good education.

· Members of the family (John Beynon, Frank May Matthews, John Ayron Beynon, Michael Dwyer) used to go down to the Dwyer family farm at Bass in southern Victoria and catch blackfish.

The children of John and Anne
John and Anne had 13 children, 6 of whom died at a very early age.  In the 1903 golden wedding photograph the children still alive are Mary, Catherine, John Ayron, Annie Maude, Margaret, and Frank Cardigan.  David Morgan died in 1898.

Apart from Mary the children who married were:

David
Married Mary Louisa Hadden in 1879, Melbourne.  Divorced 1896.
Children:

· John Cecil Beynon

· Charles Valentin Beynon

At some point they went their separate ways with reportedly, Mary with the two young boys moving to South Africa taking the two boys
Catherine
Married Frank May Matthews in 1888, Mitiamo

Children:

· William Norman Beynon Matthews

· Nelson Matthews (died as an infant)

· Mabel Matthews

· John (Jack) Matthews

· Ben Tillet Matthews

· Ida Matthews

John Ayron
Married Isabella Toomey in 1902, Bendigo

Children:

· Adeline Melba Beynon

· John Oswald Thomas Beynon 

· Gwendoline Beynon

· Lyra (still alive-Melbourne)

· William Frank

Annie Maude
Married Michael Dwyer in 1903, Footscray

Children:

· John Beynon Dwyer

· Thomas Bernard Dwyer

Frank Cardigan
Married Elizabeth Craig in 1902, Eaglehawk (Bendigo)

No children.

Margaret
Married George Tattersall Millward in 1908, Bendigo

Children:

· John Beynon Millward (Jack)

3. Recent generations
(To be done. This section will be completed, but never put on the Internet, nor circulated outside the family)

4. Family records and heirlooms
Generally speaking, not many records or heirlooms remain.  The following incomplete list should be regarded as a guide only.

Photographs
· Sepia photograph, 20.5cm x 15cm.

Golden wedding anniversary of John and Anne Beynon, Back Creek, Bendigo, 20-6-1903.  The photograph shows 14 adults and 2 children. 

Photographer: unknown but most likely to be H Davidson of Bendigo, as John and Anne are wearing same clothes in the group shot as they are wearing in photograph 2 taken by this photographer.

· Sepia photograph, 13.5cm x 20cm

John and Anne Beynon.  Taken at golden wedding anniversary, Back Creek, Bendigo, 20-6-1903.

Photographer: H Davidson of Bendigo.

· Sepia photograph, 13.5cm x 20cm.

David Morgan Beynon, Sydney, dated 21-6-1888. 

Caption on back; “Your affectionate brother Dave”

Photographer: Mitchell and Co. 236 George Street, Sydney.

Written material
Letters in reply to JB Matthews from Gwen Langdon.  

- 5-4-1964, 2 pages

- 2-8-1979, 2 pages

- 15-8-1979, 3 pages

- September 1979, 3 pages

Letter in reply to JB Matthews from Ossie Beynon dated 10-12-1979.

Other
1. Painting of John Beynon as a young man.  Approximately 30cm x 20cm. Undated. Artist unknown

2.  Small Book of Common Prayer belonging to Letitia Beynon.

3.  Scrap book made by Catherine Beynon when she was a child in the late 1880s and with later additions by John Matthews when he was young.

Map
1. Of Newbridge.  Shows two blocks owned by John Beynon.

5. Source material and references
Source material
Source material includes family records plus primary documents (eg copies of birth-death or marriage certificates), correspondence or records that authenticate information such as photographs of headstones, churches, houses etc.

Certificates
In the Summary Tables the certificates procured and sighted are shown in bolded text.

Other
1. Letter (original) dated 25-6-1903 from the Shire Secretary, Shire of Bet Bet to mark the occasion of John and Anne Beynon’s golden wedding anniversary.

2. Newspaper clipping. (paper unknown). Obituary titled ‘Mr John Beynon. An eventful career’.  Article although undated refers to his interment today, which puts it close to 27 June 1904.

References
Reference material includes research related correspondence, extracts from databases, books, articles, maps, and web sites.

Correspondence between JB Matthews and Donald W Clark, historian, Tarnagulla.

10-10-1991 (one page from Clark)

16-11-1991 (one page from Matthews)

25-11-1991 (one page from Clark).

SURVEY 1. 8.1861 LOT 6 SECTION 17
SURVEY 31. 7.1861 LOT 7 SECTION 15

Newspapers
MDA   12. 1.1858 Claim jump, Great Western Reef.
MDA   10.12.1858 Steward at Tarnagulla Races.
MDA   1. 6.1859 Jumping case, Victoria Reef (Growlers Reef).
MDA   26. 8.1859 Progress Committee.
MDA   29. 8.1859 Director Sandy Creek Poverty Reef Co
MDA   21. 9.1859 Robbed.
MDA   7.10.1859 Robbed again.
MDA   11. 1.1860 Takes part in horse racing and pigeon shooting.
MDA   13. 6.1860 Witness at Inquest on death of Morgan Williams. Censured by Coroner.
MDA   7.1860 Director SCPRCo
MDA   19.10.1860 Leasee of Union Reef, Kingower.
MDA   6. 1.1861 At dinner.
IA   23. 4.1861 Progress Committee.
IA   5. 7.1861 Ad for David Beynon, his missing brother.
IA   23. 7.1861 Letter re death of David Beynon.
IA   11.10.1861 Mechanic's Institute using a room provided by.
MDA   28. 2.1862 Assault case with A B Clay.
IA   28. 2.1862 Ditto. An abusive language case.
IA   4. 3.1862 Ad to sell 82 acre farm.
IA   8. 7.1862 Horseracing, "Princess Royal".
 Pidgeon shooting.
IA   1. 5.1863 On Bet Bet Road Board.
IA   15. 7.1863 Kangaroo hunting with R W Hammond. Knocked off horse,
 shaken up.
DBCE  15. 8.1863 L10-10/- donation to Dunolly Hospital.
TC   23. 7.1865 Chairs Harper testamonial meeting.
TC   29. 7.1865 Stands for Council.
TC   12. 8.1865 Elected to Council.
TC   26. 8.1865 Elected Director SCPRCo.
TC   9. 9.1865 Fencers required.
TC   12. 5.1866 Calls for tenders to erect brick house.
TC   26. 5.1866 His horse "Teetotaler" an old race favourite.
TC   4. 7.1866 Sells cottage.
TC   4. 8.1866 Director SCPRCo.
TC   1. 9.1866 Court case re bricks for dwelling at Newbridge - 
good reading.
TC   12. 9.1866 A child born. Also elected MAYOR.
TC   26. 9.1866 Names Llanelly.
TC   24.11.1866 Re-elected Mayor.
TC   5.12.1866 Child dies.
TC   25. 5.1867 Appointed Territorial Magistrate.
TC   7. 9.1867 Buys J W Davies' crushing mill for L900 as trustee 
for Davies.
TC   28. 3.1868 Buys Lewis' New Chum crushing mill with W M Davies.
TC   9. 5.1868 Trotting race, "Princess of Wales' v Pierce, 
between Dunolly and Tarnagulla.
TC   25. 7.1868 Considering retiring from public life, will be 
very greatly missed.
TC   1. 8.1868 A son is born.
TC   5. 9.1868 Sister marries Edward Lewis.
TC   26. 3.1870 Advertises crushing mill at Llanelly for sale.
TC   12. 3.1870 Chinese attempt to steal plates from Llanelly mill. 

TC   27. 8.1870 Resigns trusteeship of Cemetery, calls meeting to elect new trustees.
TC   3. 9.1870 Big advertisement for sale of property and effects, leaving district.
TC   17.10.1870 Starter, Tarnagulla Races.
TC   14. 1.1871 Shows Lord Augustus Fitzherbert Stewart around the United Poverty Mine.
TC   28. 1.1871 Director United Poverty Reef Co.
TC   22. 4.1871 Advertises crushing mill for sale, 18" cylinder16 stamp heads.
TC   20. 5.1871 Makes a lengthy speech at H S Hooke's sendoff.
TC   27. 4.1872 Lease application South Specimen Hill Co.
TC   3. 8.1872 Twin daughters born.
TC   30.11.1872 At meeting.
TC   11. 1.1873 Has an excellent yield of wheat at his Newbridge farm.
TC   18. 1.1873 Again advertises 16 head mill adjoining Cambrian 
Mine for sale.
TC   18. 1.1873 Secretary Masonic Lodge.
TC   18. 1.1873 Land Sale, Lot 7 Section 19, adjoining Welsh Church,
 valuation L300.
TC   25. 1.1873 Too late to buy the lot, not sold.
TC   8. 2.1873 Seed wheat for sale, Cardigan Villa, Newbridge. Intends to start work immediately in the Prince of Wales claim on account of good yields in London and Lancashire claim.
TC   22. 2.1873 Registration of Prince of Wales QMCo.
TC   19. 7.1873 A party from Sandhurst has purchased Mr Beynon's engine and mill at Llanelly.
TC   10. 1.1874 Preliminary notice to sell up at Cardigan Villa farm.
TC   17. 1.1874 Entertains Hon. J J Casey and Thomas Moore MLA at Cardigan Villa.
TC   21. 1.1874 Auction Notice. Good description of Cardigan Villa.
TC   28. 2.1874 Sold.
TC   11. 4.1874 Prefers charge of theft of gun against T L Williams.
TC   25. 4.1874 Case against Williams dismissed. Most people thought 
the charge paltry and brought to gratify an old grudge. Has a son called David.
TC   6. 6.1874 John Beynon at the Exchange Hotel, Flemington Road, opposite the new Haymarket.
TC   13. 6.1874 D M Beynon plays cricket for Newbridge.
TC   19. 9.1874 Rev Tennent of the Tarnagulla Presbyterian Church opens a private boarding school at Cardigan Villa.
TC   21.11.1874 A daughter, Elizabeth, 2 1/2 years, dies at the Railway Hotel, Melbourne.
TC   26.12.1874 Of the Railway Club Hotel, Cnr Spencer and Latrobe Sts, Melbourne.
TC   9. 1.1875 Gazetted a Magistrate, Melbourne.
TC   11. 3.1876 At Tarnagulla Races.
TC   19. 7.1879 Lease Application for the Prince of Wales Co, 20 acres, Chisholm's Flat.
TC   15.11.1879 Collector 1880 Fete.
TC   20.12.1879 Children awarded prizes.
TC   3. 7.1880 On election committee.
TC   16. 4.1881 Children win prizes.
TC   1.10.1881 Calls meeting re Welsh Church.
TC   20. 5.1882 Children win school prizes.
TC   24. 2.1883 The cottage at Tarnagulla for sale, apply to Mrs Beynon up to 6pm 28. 2.1883.
TC   25. 8.1883 John Beynon's residence is included in Lease.
TC   22.12.1883 William Puckey's son drowns in Beynon's Dam. This is the third drowning in this dam, see Llewellyn family.

TC   6. 9.1884 Letter to Council re rates.
TC   29.11.1884 A Weatherboard cottage in Doctor's Gully, lately occupied by him, for sale.
TC   17. 4.1886 John Beynon Junior, Mitiamo, enters for Newbridge Sports.
TC   25. 2.1888 Katie, John Beynon's second daughter marries at Mitiamo.
TC   22.10.1892 Still a Trustee of the Welsh Church, to be sold.
BEND12.8.1902 John Ayron Beynon Marries.
TC   2.7.1904 John dies in Bendigo.
TC   9.7.1904 Mrs Beynon dies in Bendigo. 

6. Further Research
A considerable amount of useful research can be done to fill in both factual and contextual gaps in the family history.  In no particular order these include:

Welsh History

· Document David Beynon and Mary James(Births, deaths and marriage)

· Document Anne Morgan’s side of family

· Document John Beynon’s siblings

· See how far back from David Beynon it is possible to go 

· Collect more photographs of important locations

Immigration

· More details on immigrant ships eg the Mooresfort.
Tarnagulla etc

· More on the mining history and John Beynon’s role (underway)

· Date and details of his bankruptcy

· Details of his properties:
- Cardigan Villa, Newbridge

- Commercial Road, Tarnagulla

- Back Creek, Bendigo

- Hotel in Spencer Street, Melbourne

- Hotel in Flemington Road, Melbourne

· Basic facts - Australia

· Precise birth dates for:

- Mary Beynon, b1854

Modern descendants

· Update the family tree including basic details of where people are living.

· For older descendants collect oral history information.

· Put together contact list of family members for dissemination of package of core material (on CD ROM).

Contextual information

· Gather together all family oral histories/memories

· Document all archival information such as old photographs, correspondence and objects and its current location.

Sort out other mysteries

· Who was Samuel Jones, the person described as ‘an uncle’ and resident of Tarnagulla, on the birth certificate of Catherine Beynon?

· Who were the three old women shown in the golden wedding photograph of 1903 ?

(two are possibly Margaret Jones and Mary McDonald -nee Jones the Welsh-born daughters of Catherine and David Jones)

7. Family tree 

(not finished )
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                   LOCAL NEWS

On Wednesday last one of the most 

delightful re-unions that has been our

lot to attend took place at Cardigan 

Villa, on the banks of the river Loddon

(the seat of John Beynon Esq).     In

proceeding to the spot, the numerous vehicles on the road and the many beautiful gardens in the neighborhood, recalled to our mind the beautiful lines in Dr. Lisle’s poems-



“These gardens lie,

Sweet scenes of endless bliss, enchanted ground;

A soil for ever sought, but seldom found”

Mr and Mrs Beynon invited a large

company (about 150) to a pic-nic and 

harvest home, the company met on the 

banks of the river close to the house,

where a comfortable and spacious booth

was erected.  The day was especially

favorable, and to say that the repast was plentiful, would not describe the

profusion of solids, liquids and delicacies

that was  provided.  Mrs Beynon, her

sister ( Mrs  Johnes ) and the Missis 

Jones  ( Mrs Beynon’s nieces ), in fact 

all the near relatives vieing with 

each other in making everyone

feel at home.    After the guests were 

regaled and refreshed, the Mayor of Tarnagulla ( George Minto, Esq ), 

proposed in a pithy speech, the usual 

loyal toasts, the host and hostess, which

were responded to with enthusiasm, the cheers “ making the welken ring.”

B.  G. Davies, Esq, M.L.A., proposed several toasts in his usual happy style.

A portion of the Tarnagulla brass band consisting of the four young 

Camerons and Master Zimmerman 
were in attendance, playing between

each toast.  Some excellent songs were

also sang by some of the gentlemen

present.  It became evident at last that

the ladies were anxious to :trip it on

the green,” so the toast of reason and 

the flow of oratory had to give place, all

with the dulcet strains and goodly

cheer, the dance was kept up until after sunset, when a great many retired 

to the house , where dancing, song

and sentiment was kept up until the

“wee short hours”.  Few know how

to entertain their friends better than

Mr and Mrs Beynon.  Such hospitable and social gatherings do a vast amount

of good, especially as the invitations

were sent without reference to station,

creed or colour.  The whole day was 

one of unalloyed pleasure to old and

young, the worthy host assuring us 

that it was his intention if God spared 

him to have  such gatherings annually.

“The truly generous is the truly wise;

And he who loves not others, lives unblest.”
The Great Gun Case

Tarnagulla and Llanelly Courier 

Saturday 11 April 1874

Extract from Editorial

A painful rumour has been in circulation during the past few days to the effect that Mr Thomas Williams, ex-landlord of the Golden Age hotel had been arrested in Melbourne on a criminal information by John Beynon, Esq, JP charging him with larceny as a bailee of a gun, valued at £30.  On enquiry, we found that the rumour is true, and that Mr Williams has to appear before the Tarnagulla bench on Wednesday next, to answer the said charge.  From information which we have received from undoubted authority the simple facts of the case are as follows: some few months ago Williams borrowed a gun from Mr Beynon, to be used in a pigeon match to which Mr Beynon alleges has not yet been returned, and as Mr Williams (word missing-hole in paper) reported as intending to travel to the Palmer River Goldfields to endeavour to better his fortunes, Mr Beynon thought proper to institute criminal proceedings to recover the same.  If the facts as stated above are true, there is no doubt that the criminal law has been put in motion unnecessarily, and a gross act of injustice committed, however, as the lawyers say “there is no wrong without a remedy”
TARNAGULLA POLICE COURT

Wednesday April 8th 1874

Whittaker v Williams- Debt £12.  No appearance of defendant.  Verdict for the amount with 5s costs.

Report in the Tarnagulla and Llanelly Courier 

Saturday 18 April 1874

TARNAGULLA POLICE COURT
Wednesday April 12th 1874

(PK Orme, Esq P.M and the Mayor, W Herd Esq, JP)

LARCENY
Thomas L Williams was brought up on remand, charged with larceny, as a bailee of a gun, the property of Mr John Beynon.

Mr Williams pleaded “Not guilty.”

Senior-Constable Coyne stated to the Bench that he had only received the warrant from Melbourne on the previous day, and he was not prepared to go on with the case then, had informed the prosecutor that the enquiry was not to be held till the 18th inst. Therefore Mr Beynon was not in attendance, neither had he time to summons any of the witnesses and he requested a remand to the 22nd inst.

Mr Williams requested the trial to proceed at once, as it was a most iniquitous charge that was made against him, and no doubt, done out of spite, to prevent him from going to the Palmer goldfields, where he was on the point of proceeding to, to try and better himself.  The charge was made to harass and worry him, and he requested that he should be discharged, as the prosecutor had had ample time to get his witnesses if he had any.

The Bench decided to grant the remand applied for, and expressed its opinion that no doubt it was very hard for Mr Williams to be detained under such a charge for a week, however, they would take the same bail and to the same amount as before, viz two sureties of £25 each, and himself in £50.

Mr Williams then left the court with his friends.
Report in the Tarnagulla and Llanelly Courier 

Saturday 25 April 1874

Extract from editorial

Considerable interest was manifested in the “great gun case” of the Queen v Williams, at the Police Court on Wednesday, which, however, came to nothing, no proof of fraudulent conversion having been proved.  The verdict of the bench gave great satisfaction as most people considered the charge a paltry one and brought to gratify an old grudge.

TARNAGULLA POLICE COURT

Wednesday, April 22nd, 1874

RV Phelps v Williams- Debt £3 3s. professional services.  Plaintiff agreed to take £1 1s.  Judgment for same with 2s 6d costs.

Atkins v Grieve –Detaining property belonging to plaintiff, valued at £4 4s

J Watkins claimed the chairs as being his property, having bought themat a sale at the Golden Age hotel on the 25th march.

G. Guy proved the sale of the chairs to Mr Watkins.

The defence was that the defendant had bought the chairs from TL Williams who, he was given to understand had purchased at the sale of the Golden Age hotel.

TL Williams stated he had sold the chairs, having previously taken them off Watkins in payment of a debt of £2 6s.  In a conversation with Watkins he (Williams) asked for the money and told him he would take the chairs.  Watkins replied “All right”

Mr Watkins denied even having given Williams permission to remove the chairs, and, no agreement for their purchase had been made, and claimed the chairs as his property.

The bench considered there was no proof of the sale of the chairs to Williams and ordered defendant to return them and pay 2s 6d costs.

The Queen v T.L Williams

Mr Williams was charged with larceny as a bailee of a double-barrell gun the property of John Beynon

Mr Williams was asked how he pleaded.

Mr Williams requested to be informed what was the meaning of ‘larceny as a bailee’ as he was not represented by a legal adviser and he was quite ignorant of what it meant.

The Bench then explained the meaning of the terms.

Senior-Constable Coyne conducted the prosecutor for the Crown, and stated that some time last December Mr Williams borrowed from Mr Beynon a double- barrel gun for the purpose of shooting at a Pigeon Match at Maldon.  Mr Williams had received the gun and went to Maldon, and since his return applications had been made for the return of it, but up to the time of his leaving Tarnagulla he had not done so, but had made statements that the gun had been delivered to other parties for the purpose of being given to Mr Beynon, he would prove that these statements were not true.  On the 6th April an information was sworn against Mr Williams, and he was arrested in Melbourne, just prior to his leaving this colony, it was believed, -to the Endeavour Goldfields, but no gun was found with him, neither had the gun been seen or heard of since; therefore he (Mr Williams) must have borrowed the gun with a fraudulent intent, and up to the present time we have no trace of its whereabouts.

John Beynon was the first witness called and deposed that he was a farmer residing near Newbridge.  I know T.L Williams, on the afternoon of a Friday, Mr Irvine came to me and asked if I would lend Mr Williams my double-barrell gun for the purpose of shooting at a Pigeon Match at Maldon on the 29th of December last.  I told Mr Irvine I would not lend it, I said if the gun was not worth asking for it would not be worth lending.  Subsequently, a few minutes afterwards Mr Williams came and asked for the gun himself.  He said will you lend me thegun to shoot at the Pigeon Match at Maldon.  I said “Yes,” and you must return it as soon as you are back, as there are some ducks now on the Loddon, and I want to shoot them; Mr William’s reply was “Yes”.  On the Sunday following my gun was delivered to Mr Irvine by my son David for Mr Williams.  I said to Mr Irvine, please see that this gun is sent home as soon as Mr Williams is back from Maldon.  He replied, I will see to that Beynon.  In a week or two afterwards I sent to Mr Williams for the gun, my messengers did not get it; I went afterwards myself in January, I had a conversation with Mr Irvine, who was in charge of the Golden Age hotel at the time, where Mr Williams lived; I was informed that that Mr Williams was not at home, that he had made enquiry for the gun, and could not find the gun anywhere.  I sent David Jones a few days afterwards, when Mr Williams was at home, but he did not bring the gun; after that I left the matter alone for some time, until I was told that Mr Williams was going to leave the colony, owing to a conversation I had with my son David, I went to mr Hill at Newbridge, and asked him if he had my gun  from Mr Williams, he replied I have not got the gun.  On finding Mr Williams had left Tarnagulla on 6 April, I laid an information for stealing my property.  I was in Melbourne on the previous Friday and made enquiries for Mr Williams, and was about to leave on the 7th inst, by a vessel, at 2 o’clock on that day.  The gun was highly valued by me, and I think it is worth ₤30; I have never discovered the gun or authorized any person to sell or dispose of it; I entrusted the gun on the agreement that it was to be restored to me.  I do not know where the gun is.

Cross examined by Mr Williams; I was not on speaking terms with you at the time not in consequence of you asking me for some money I owed you.  It is a double-barrell gun.  I have had the gun 12 years, Braddock the makers name is engraved on the locks.  I believe the bore of the gun is no 12. I do not know the rules of Pigeon Matches.  I bought the gun from you by exchanging a bigger bored double-barrell gun and £15 in money.  I paid you in 3 five pound notes.  The gun was my property at the time of your apprehension.  I do not know how much you paid Ashworth for it.  The gun was raffled for £21.  I would not have laid this information had you not brought other people’s names into the matter; you might have gone where you liked with it, had not been Mr Peters and Simpson’ names been included in with the matter.  I believe you did borrow the gun with fraudulent intention, as you have not given it back.  I cannot tell you how many times I have paid for cleaning the gun.  You have had the gun several times from me.  It was not in consequence of me owing you money, that was the cause of our misunderstanding, it was because you tried to cheat me at billiards.  The gun was my gun when you were arrested, and not the trustees of my estate; I informed the trustees of my estate that your account was not correct, and did not owe the amount.  I did not object to the £1 you lent me once on one occasion, or another £1 on another occasion, which was included in the account.

By the Bench, Mr Williams has no claim whatever on the property of the gun, neither has he laid any claim and he has no right to it whatever, he has borrowed the gun on previous occasions and returned it to me until this time.

Thomas Irvine deposed that he was in the employ of Mr Williams in December last.  About Christmas time Williams sent me to Mr Beynon’s to ask him for a loan of the gun, to shoot at a pigeon match at Maldon on 29th December last.  I asked Beynon for the gun, when he said if it was not worth asking for it was not worth lending.  Shortly afterwards, I went with Williams to the engine room and heard him ask him for the loan of the gun, to which Beynon replied yes on which Williams sent to the telegraph office to enter himself for the pigeon shoot at Maldon.  I did not hear any further conversation between them.  Williams afterwards sent me to Beynon’s for the gun, when David Jones gave it to me at Beynon’s house.  Returning home through Newbridge I saw Beynon, and told him I had the gun when he told me to see that the gun was returned after the match, as he wanted to shoot ducks on the Loddon.  I delivered the gun to Williams and gave him Beynon’s message.  Williams replied all right.  I cannot say whether Williams took the same gun with him to Maldon.  I should not know the gun again if I saw it as I did not take particular notice of it.  It was a double-barrelled gun.  There is a double-barrelled gun at the Golden Age at present.  Could not say whether it was Beynon’s or not.  There was a gun on the premises before and after the match; could not say whether Beynon’s or not. The brand on it is nearly obliterated.  I have not, to my knowledge, seen the gun claimed by Beynon since I delivered it to Williams.  David Jones came for the gun to the Golden Age and asked for Beynon’s gun.  I looked for it but could not find it.  There was a double barreled gun behind the desk but did not know whether it was Beynon’s gun or not.  I said I would enquire about it.  David Jones came a second time, when I showed him a gun behind the counter.  Mr Beynon came to the Golden Age and asked me for the gun.  Told him I had only got a big bore gun which he said was not his. I cannot say whether Williams brought from Maldon; he did not bring it into the bar with him.  I heard Williams say to Mr Hill “have you got Beynon’s gun”.  Hill replied he had not.  Williams replied” if you have not got it I suppose Simpson has”.  I do not recollect any conversation between Williams and his daughter about the gun.  Before Williams left Tarnagulla he said he was going to the new rush to the Endeavour.  Could not say where the Endeavour is, it might be in another colony.

Witness was examined at some length but maintained he had not to his knowledge seen the gun since William’s return from Maldon.

David Jones deposed to having called at the Golden Age hotel on two occasions, both of which he had seen Mr Irvine, who told him he had seen nothing of the gun.

Thomas Peters, stated, he knew nothing of the gun.  Did not remember Williams putting it in his bed room.

To Williams: I do not recollect seeing the gun on the fence.  Have some recollection of your telling me to take a gun to Hill’s.

Agnes Brown deposed to hearing Williams telling his daughter something about the gun.

In cross examination denied there was any animosity against Williams, and would acknowledge stealing some sheets, his property.

In defence, Mr Williams after being duly cautioned, stated, I know nothing at all of where the gun is or whoever has got it.  I have taken a great deal of trouble to find it since I missed it, but have not succeeded.  Beynon owes me a lot of money, and I put the gun against the money he owes me.  At the first, I was not very sorry.  I could not find it because Beynon would not pay me what he owed me. Knowing I was quite innocent of the charge, I did not think much about it.  I remember getting the gun from Battersby, who cleaned it, and I put it under the mattress of Tom Peter’s bed, from which place some person must have taken it.

George Battersby, gun-make, for the defence, recollected somewhere about Christmas having received two guns to clean from Williams, one of which he knew to belong to Mr Beynon.  Both were double barreled guns.  I have cleaned the gun which I understand to be Beynon’s for the last 10 or 12 years for Williams.  I should know the gun again if I saw it, but do not know the brands.  I gave the gun to Williams as he was going to Maldon, as I understood, to a Pigeon Match some days afterwards.  He called again with the gun, as I suppose on his way back. He flung the gun to me telling me to clean it up well.  I did so, and some time afterwards took the guns to the Golden Age Hotel and gave it to Williams who paid me 10s for cleaning that and the other gun.

The Bench here consulted, and considered that there was no proof of the defendant having converted the gun to his own use according to the act.  It was not shown that he had sold or destroyed the gun.

Senior constable Coyne considered that (missing text) the gun was sufficient to justify a committal.

The Bench, however, overruled the objection and dismissed the case, when Mr Williams left the court with his friends.

 e and caused his death. A native of Cardiganshire, Wales, he arrived in Victoria in 1854 in the “Moonsford”, and at once made for the goldfields. Bendigo was visited amongst others, with varying results, until he made for Tarnagulla. Here he and a few others owned the exceedingly rich Poverty Reef claim, which it is stated gave each of the owners between £40,000 and £50,000. He resided in Tarnagulla for a number of years, and in the 60’s was mayor of the town and Justice of the Peace, while he was thrice in succession elected as president of the Shire of Bet Bet. Fortune, however, did not continue to favour him to such an extent, and after he had a turn at farming at Newbridge and on the Loddon. He entered the railway service as an inspector, from which he retired on a pension many years ago on reaching the age limit of 60 years. Since then he has resided at Back Creek. A wife and a family of six- four daughters and two sons- are left. Deceased was very well-known in many parts of the State.

   He was proud of relating that during one of his runs on the train up-country a judge who was travelling on that train heard that he (Beynon) was travelling with him. He at once left his carriage, and finding Mr. Beynon, gave him a cordial greeting, at the same time putting out his hand for a hand-shake. Mr. Beynon hesitated to take the proffered hand as his own was covered with engine-oil. “That is nothing,” replied the judge, “let me grasp the hand of an honest man”.

   The interment takes place to the Bendigo cemetery at 3 o’clock to-day.
� Visit by John Beynon Matthews to St Michaels, Ciliau Aeron, 2000. Photos of headstone


� Visit by John Beynon Matthews to St Michaels, Ciliau Aeron, 2000. Photos of headstone


� See Summary tables -part 1. Table based on data from Family Search Internet the international genealogy data base developed and maintained by the Church of Jesus Christ Later-day Saints


� 1851 Census of Dowlais. Ref H.O 107/2459, E.D.1G. Piece 2459.Folio 192. Schedule 137


� Copy of marriage certificate. Registration district of Pontypridd, County of Glamorgan. Entry no 343 in the Register Book of Marriages, St Johns Parish Church, Aberdare


� See Summary tables -part 1. Table based on data from Family Search Internet the international genealogy data base developed and maintained by the Church of Jesus Christ Later-day Saints


� 1841 Census of Glamorgan. M 54 009 045 YSGSUBOR WEN


� 


� Information from Lyra Beynon, and is based on what she was told by Mary Beynon





17 Victorian government records on employees of the state railways. Source no R84
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